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The Honorary Minister: Who wrote that
pifflet

Hon. J. NICHIOLSON: It is not pifle.

The Honorary Minister: I am speaking
of the reference to the farmer.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not offer any objection to the amendment
to strike out the word “‘six,”” but T am not
prepared to accept the ext.ra,or('lma,ry con-
clusions drawn by the writer of the letter
with the faets conmtained in the letter as a
basis. He spoke of a farmer’s wagon
having 414 inch tires. Tires of this
size would have a total bearing of
18 inches, on which the writer says
they are aceustomed to earrying five tons.
If we allow 7 cwi. for the tires, we get a
total weight of 6 tons 6 cwt. from which
must be deducted 1 ton 5 ewt., the weight
of the wagon, leaving 5 tons for the load.
Seven, instead of 6 cwt. would meet the case
put up in their letter, whereas the proposal
to make it 10 ewt. wonld mean that the
farmer would be entitled to carry, inclusive
of the weight of the wagon, a load of 9 tons.
This clearly shows that the suggestion that
it onght to be 10 ewt. is mot at all consistent
with the facts set out. I do not offer any
objection to striking out the word ‘‘six.”’
I would point out that repeated conferences
of road boards representing tho very people
that some hon. members here are represent-
ing have gone into the matter thoroughly
and have looked at it from the interests of
the farmer himself and their recommenda-
tion was 415 cwt.,, but the Government did
not think this was enough
. Hon. V, Hamersley: To the inch of hear-
ing surface on the tired .

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am not prepared to say whether that wag
exclugive of the weight of the vehicle, but
even so¢ it would not have made a difference
of more than onec ewt. The provision in the
Bill is for a greater weight than that recom-
mended by the road board conferences. If
we go to the 7 ewt. we shall meet every rea-
sonable case, .

Hon. J. CORNELL: T am not favoar-
ably disposed towards the amendment.
While 8 cwt. may be quite satisfactory so
far ag 5-in. or 5l-in. wheels are concerned,
it is not satisfactory for the 3-in. wheel.

The Minister for Eduveation: Quite!

Hon. J. CORNELL: T was under the im-
pression that the 3in. tire would do more
damage to a road with a much smaller load
than the 5%in. tire would do. The lesser
load should be on the smaller sized tire, and
the greater load should be on the greater
sized tire.

The Minister for Edueation:
the Bill provides.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The amendment pro-
vides that the same load will be earried on
the 3in. tire as on the 53%in, tire. The logi-
cal way of dealing with the matter is to have
a sliding scale, and I would suggest 6 cwt,
for a 3in. tire, 7 ewt. for a 4in. tire, and 9
ewt. for a 3%in. tire. If we fix a scale, the
wagon boilder, if a man wants 3%4in. or 4in.
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tires, will make the superstructure as strong
as he would in the cage of a 5in. or 5lin.
tire in order that the farmer may carry the
maximum load provided. The main argu-
ments gurrounding the whole question of
width of tircs is the gquestion of the load
and the damage it does to the road.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The principle sug-
gested by Mr. Cornell i8 admitted in the
Bill, When we come to the 6in. tire we can
carry a3 much as we like. The sliding scale
suggested is worthy of support.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: Mr. Cornell’s sug-
gestions are sound. The sliding scale, how-
ever, sliould start with a 2in. tire, The or-
dinary cart with about a 2in, tire does most
damage to the roads. From 4in. to 6in. we
might carry 8 ewl,, and from 3in, and under
6 cwt. ig sufficient, judging by the amount of
damage which is done to the road.

Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1

‘hope the Commiltee will not agree to insert

the word ‘‘eight.’’ TIf there is a general
feeling that the clause could' be improved
by some form of sliding scale, I have not the
least objeetion in bringing the matter be-
fore the Public Works Department.

Hon. V. Hamersley: I understand that is
the recommendation of the Public Works
Department.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am prepared to report progress,

[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10,25 p.m.
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QUESTION—GREAT WESTERN
RATLWAY STOPPAGE.

Mr. DUFF asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Whether in view of the great in-
convenience, annoyance, loss of time, and ex-
pense ineurred by passengers ex Perth to the
Eastern States on the train held up at Kit-
chener, by the strike, he will undertake to
see that preference in rebooking on the first
out-going West-East train is given to those
passengers? 2, Will he undertake to recom-
mend to the Commonwealth Government that
a free railway fare from Perth to Kitchener
be allowed those passengers who returned to
Perth at their own expense in the hope of
securing sea passage to their destinationf
8, Further, will he recommend to the Com-
monwealth Railway authorities that all extra
fares ineurred and reasonable hotel expenses
be allowed such passengers?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. Preference in rebooking will
he given to passengers who have becn de-
layed, in the order now hooked. 2 and 3,
Representations will be made to the Com-
monwealth Government.

QUESTION — WATER SUPPLY,
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Works: When will the reports of the
{a) Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewer-
age Department; (b) Agricultnral areas
water supply; (e} Goldfields water supply
be laid on the Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
{a) On Tuesday, November 1lth; (b) and
{e) are included again this ycar in the Pub-
he Works Department Report.  Owing to
the inflnenza epidemic the work of the Ac-
counts Office has been delayed. The report
is in print, but the financial statements wili
not be completed, for reason stated, until
about the 18th inst. Every effort will be
made to expedite same.

QUESTIONS (2)—RATILWAY,
ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS.
Extension to Norseman,

Mr., O’LOGHLEN (for Hon, T. Walker)
asked the Premier: Does he intend to in-
troduee a Bill this session to comtinue the

Esperance Northwards line to Norseman?

The PREMIER replied: No.

Resumption of Constroetion,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for Hon, T. Walker)
asked the Minister for Works: When is it
intended by the Government to restart the
construetion of the Esperance Northwards
line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
At as early a date as possible,

-has plenty of work to do.

(ASSEMBLY.]

" BILLS (5)—FIRST READING.

1,+City of Perth Endowment Lands,

2, Postponed Debts.

3, Discharged Soldiers
Amendment.

4, Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Con.
tinuation,

5, Licensing Act Amendment Continuance,

Settlement Act

Introduced by the Attorney General.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1919-20,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote—Oflice of Colonial Secretary, £9,358,

Item, TUnder Secretary and Comptroller
General of Prisons:

Mr. TROY: There is an increase here of
£36. I suppose it will be said by the Colo-
nial Seeretary that the increase is congistent
with those inercages given to other under
secretaries. I am not in favour of the in-
crease in this instance. I would not have
any objection to increases to lower paid
servants, but have considerable objection to
the inereases to the higher paid offieials.
The Colonial Seeretary: Others are getting

Mr.

it,

Mr. TROY: I particularly object to those
increases when the finances of the State are
in anything but a satisfactory position. I
was considerably amused by & caricature of
the Premier which appeared in the last issue
of the ¢ Western Mail.’’ He is depicted as
wading through a bog on to a dry spot,
which is called ‘‘Finanecial economy.’’ Tt
struck me that instead of getting out of the
slough on te a dry place he was simply
getting further into it. Do Ministers know
or care how we are to get the money to pay
our liabilitiea? They evidently hope, like
Micawber, that something will turn up, and
that Providence in the shape of good seasons
will come to their'aid, I admit the justifica-
tion for incremses to the lower paid officers,
it only on the score of the inereased cost of
living, but there is no justification for in-
evenses to the higher paid officers, who have
many priviloges not cnjoyed by others. I
move an amendment-—

That the item be raduced by £36.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I hope
hon. members will not agree to the amend-
ment. It has been already explained that
this i9 a grade rigse made to heads of all
departments. Thig officer ia most reliable
andl deserving, is very old in the serviee, and
Without remun-
eration, he some time ago took over the
position of Comptroller General of Prisons,
for whieh offiece £750 had been previously
paid.

Hen. P. COLLIER: T ghould like to know
what these increases are hased upon. If the
Committee deecides that permanent heads
shall have inereases, I see no objection to
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this officer getting his increase with the
others, but I cannot yet understand on what
these grade increases are based. We have
already passed increases to permanent heads
omounting to, in some instances, £75. Now
we are told that a grade increase for an
officer drawing £600 a year is £36.

The Colonial Secretary: The bigger the
salary, the greater the grade increase.

Hen, P, COLLIER: Of course, but we sce
officers on the same salaries getting increases
of respectively £50 and £75, while in this
cage it is only £36. There appear to be some
inconsistencies in these grade inereases,

The Honorary Minister: If the maximum
js £600 it carries a £24 grade increase,
whereas if the £600 is the minimum it earries
a £3¢ grade increase,

Hon. P. COLLIER: But these permanent
heads have neither 4 maximum nor a mini-
mum; they are not under the Public Service
vice Act.

The Premier: Quite so,

Hon. P. COLLIER: But I understand the
Government are applying the principle to
these officers, notwithstanding that they arc
not under the Public Service Act. Ts that
sof

The PREMIER: Quite true. All salaries
are divided by twelve., It saves a great
denl of work in the pay office. This officer
is not under the Public Service Commis-
gioner, Ilis grade increase is based on his
salary. He has had to accept responsibility
for the prisons, fer which he got nothing
extra, notwithstanding that the amalgama-
tion saved a salary of £750.

Hon. P. Collier: He has been Comptroller
of Prisons for many yecars.

The PREMIER: And has got nothing for
it. I am quite willing both to pay the ile-
partmental heads well and to make a change
if any offieer proves unsuitable. Any ap-
parent inconsistencies in the grade increasse
can be explained Dby the speeinl cireum-
stances of the individval eases. I realise
that the men on the lower rungs of the iad-
der ought to get increases, but at the same
time it has to be remembered that the higher
officers have not had an inerease for seven
years, some of them for very much longer
perioda.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Certainly the officer
in question is one of the lowest paid of the
departmental heads. Indeed, therc is only
one on o lower salary, and he has not long
been appointed to his position as Under
Secretary for Mines. But T atill have not
got these grade inereases cleared up, We
are told that o £600 =alary carries a grede
increase of £36, and that the higher the sal-
ary the higher the grade inerense. Yet we
find that the Under Secretary for Works,
on a salary of £G650, is recciving a grade in-
creage of only £22.

The Minister for Works: He was raised
from £600 to £650 last year, which gave
him a grade incerase of £36 and £14 over,

Hon. P. COLLIER: See the inconsistency!
Last year some officers were singled out for
increases, the Under Secretary for Works
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being one. He was receiving £600. He:
obtained an increase of £50, which was
not voted by the Committee. The Com-
mittee voted him ooly £600, yet he was
paid an extra £50, although no other under
secretary obtained a rise of any sort.

The Minister for Works: The Government
saved £600 on the deal

Hon, P, COLLIER: Now, on top of the
£50 of last year, he gets £22 this year,
which, we are told, is a grade rise. Appar-
cently he gets two grade rises,

The Minister for Works: Yes, He pgot
one and a hit last year, and the balince of
the second this year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He haa two grade
riges in two years, yet the officer who hag
all the work of contrelling the prisons piled
on to him has to be satisfied with one grade
rise, although he got none last year, In five
years the Under Seceretary for Works has
passed over the head of this Under Secre-
tary. Again, the Under Seeretary for Mines,
who has held that post for only a year, is
within £20 of the officer whose claims to re-
cognition I advocate.

Me, TROY: I have not said a word about
the efficiency of this officer. T believe him
to he very capable, But in addition to his
former duties he has taken over the office
of Comptroller General of Prisons, a post
which formerly carried a salary of £700 a
year. The irresistible inference is that
eithor Mr. North las not been fully oceu-
pied in the past, or Mr. Burt was doing
very little. Something is wrong either in
one ease or in the other. The Premier says
the Government expect economy in adminis-
tration from the Under Seeretaries. In that
case, what justification was there for an in-
creage in Mr, Black’s salary? I have been
told by two ex-Treasurers, and not in con-
fidenee, that Mr, Black is absolutely incom-
petent. T do not know Mr. Black person-
ally, My belief ig that we shall not have
cffective management of the departments
until we get new, active Under Sccretaries.
Every Minister whe has been Mr, North’s
chief has deseribed him as a very good man,
Howaver, T protest against the principle of
granting increases to civil servants in re-
ceipt of, at all events, rcasonable salaries, at
a time of financial stringency. Incompetent
officers in charge of departments should be
displaced for capable men,

The Premier: I entirely agree with that.

Mr, JONES: I believe this officer to he
one of the most conpetent men in the State
service. The main business devolving wpon
him is, T understand, to aet as buffer he-
tween the men who really control the work
of the department, and the long-auffering
but sometimes indignant public. In that re-
spect I do not doubt the present Under See-
retary is very competent indeed. I harva
never met o man better qualified to deal with
angry people, and to satisfy them that he
intends to do something or other, while in
faet he intends to do nothing. As a diplo-
mat he stands alone. That is why every
Colonial Becretary has described Mr, North
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as a4 most competent man. However, I do
not know whether that sort of eapacity is
any good to the pnblic. A man named An-
dinach is murdered at the Perth Public Hos-
pital, and this diplomat bushes the matter
up. When the Inspector General of the Tn-
sane has been desirous of vietimising certain
returned soldiers, T have gome in the dead
of night to this Under Secretary to get the
matter fixed wp. If there is anything
wrong with the hospitals under the control
of the department, just o word whispered in
the ear of this highly competent officer, and
the head of the department will be saved
congiderable trouble in dealing with the
matter. I support the amendment of thé
member for Mt. Magnet. Is an Under See-
retary mecessary in this case at allf He
scems simply to exist in order to act as a
buffer bhetween the Minister and this House
and the public.  Regarding his duties as
Comptroller General of Prisons, T agree with
the member for Mt. Magnet that he has
nothing particular to do in that respest.
Whenever T have come in contact with him
regarding grievances of the men working
in the gaol, he has hardly evem questioned,
let alone varied, the decisions of the gaol
superintendent. I fail to understand the
Ministerial explanation of these grade in-
crenses, which vary in every instance, from
£106 down to nothing at all

Amendment put and negatived.
Vote put and passed,
Vote—Aborigines, £5,268.
Ttem, Chief DI'rotector, £456:

Mr, JONES: Here again the grade rise
is only £12. There is a decrease in the vote
of over £7,000 and I should like an assur-
ance that this dees not mean that the
natives are being looked after less well
than before. Since the white man, with
his organisation, has taken better control
of the pastoral industry, the pastoralist hag
sweated, bled, and lived wpon the labour of
the original ownera of this country. The
station ewner, who was once content to act
as a slave owner, in many cases is now
forced to pay some wapges.

The Colonial Beeretary: You have told
us that before,

Mr. JONES: The day has gone when the
squatter was able to say to the aborigine,
‘“Here is 43, for a pair of. trousers you had
and 4s. for a pair you did not bave,”’ and
beat him that way, When natives are em-
ployed at shearing time as shed hands, the
union shearers see that they get something
like decent wages, bui they cannot be sure
that the bulk of it is not paid back to the
employers for stores, I do not say that
every pastoralist would be guilty of this,
but these wretched natives have been ex-
ploited 'in the past, and I am sure some of
the pastoralists would not be averse to
taking back much of the wages in the form
of increased prices for the stores they
supply. Though a native may be credited
with having earned £3 a week by hias work,

[ASSEMBLY.]

he may be ¢harged £3 for a suit of clothes
or & flash pair of boots; a few red handker-
chiefs are of wonderful value to the
aborigines, and thus the squatter is able
to continue his nefarious practice of get-
ting all he can from the native who is
forced to work for him, TUnfortunately,
the labour organisations have no centrol
over the natives working as station handa.
The member for Gascoynme (Mr. Angelo)
will bear me out that a grecat many
aborigines are employed by station owners
at practically no wages at all. Tf the Chief
Protector' can evolve a scheme to watch
over such pastoralists and compel them to
keep a list of the wages actually paid, he
will achteve a good work. The Minister
and the Chief Protector should be prepared
to stop the practice of squatters employing
poor, uneducated members of the child
race and paying them next te no wages.
This sort of thing is no good to the country
or to the aborigines. The decrease in the
vote i3 probably due to the fact that many
of these natives are able to earn decent
wages which the squatters have been forced
to pay owing the action of the union men,
The natives are thus able to provide for
themselves during the winter, and they
need less in the shape of blankets and food
from the Department. We cannot forget
that we owe something to these men whose
country we have taken, and we must ses
that they are not exploited too heavily, I
do not know whether the £12 increase to
the Chief Protector represents the grade
rise. The secretary of the department is
receiving a rise of £40. If the Premier will
call in the assistance of the Under Secre-
tary he might be able to explain it, or a
professor of mathematics, armed with a
blackboard, might be able to enlighten ung
how thess grade rises are calculated. I
hope the Chief Protector is seeing that the
natives are not exploited by the profiteer-
ing squatters of the North-West,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
grade rise for the Chief Protector is £24,
Only £12 is shown on the Estimates because
the” increase was given as from the lst
January.

Ttem, Secrctary, £360:

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister should
explain why this officer is to receive an in-
ereasg of £40. The most important officer
in the department is the Chief Inspeetor.
He is also Secretary for Immigration and
will have great responsibilities on his
shoulders if the effect is given to the
Government. policy for immigration on a
large seale. I believe the Chief Protector is
a very good officer, but why should the see-
retary receive an increase of £40! A state-
ment from the Minister would be illuminat-
ing as to whether the sgecretary is over-
worked. During the last few months repre-
sentative deputations in three of the States
have waited on their Governments asking
that large areas he allocated for the purpose
of aboriginal reserves.
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N The Colonial Secretary: We have them
ere.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Yes, and that faet
has led to a reduction in the cattle killing
business that was so rampant a few years
ngo. The problem of dealing with the abo-
rigines—a dying race—is largely solved; con-
sequently the functions of this department
must be becoming less important.

The Colonial Secretary: How is the prob-
Jem solved?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Large areas have
been set apart for the aborigines who are
not employed by pastoralists, and I have
heard very little dissatiefaction with this
scheme. The natives at Moora and along the
Great Southern are fairly well provided for,
and are getting along as well as can be ex-
pected for such a class of peopla. I wish
the Minister to explain thie contrast betiveen
the two officers. I fail to see that the sec-
retary is 8o overwhelmed with work that he
should be voted an increase of £40 when
other officers eannot get zn increase of even
£4.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:  The
grade ingrease to this officer is £24 per an-
num.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why should he be gs im-
portant as the Protector?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amount is shown as £40, two increments
being added for an oﬂ‘icer employed during
portion of last year.

Tténi, Clerks, £715:

Mr. LUTEY: There are five clerks to
Aivide” £715, giving an average of £143 gach.
That is not' a decent living wage.. I would
like to kriow the individual salaries paid to
these officers, ‘
.. The " COLONIAL -SECRETARY: Fre:
yib‘qsly the accounts were all under the con-
trol’ of one department. Now there is an
accountant for cach sub-department, and the
accountant is solely responsible for. the ac-
Lcounta of the sub-department. That, to-
gether with the inerements, accounts for the
increase.

- Mr. LUTEY: I w:sh to know what
amount each man receives, If all five are
necountants, they are getting a miserable
salary of £143 each.

+ The COLONIAL SECRETARY One is
an accountz officer. The others, 1 take it,
are boys receiving small salaries.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What do you eall boyst

© Mr. Lautey: What amount do the juniors
receive? '
The QOLONIAL SECRETARY: T have

not the individual amounts.

Ttem, Behool tezchers, reserve managers,
medical officers, nursing and domestic staffs,
Egatgéan, ete., 'and temporary labour, ete.,

t

Mr. PICKERING: Can the Minister tell
us the outcome of the Iittle trouble that oe
enrred recently which led to the writing of
o letter by the Chief Protector to a certain
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Great Southern road board in respect of
some aborigines suffering from influenza®?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have a
slight recollection of some trouble or ineon-
venience, but I cannot tell the hon. member
the details. If he particularly desires to
know, I shall be pleased to secure the in-
formation for him. There was nothing in
the objection taken to the natives being
there, The Chief Protector was not at fault.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Fisheries, £5,222,
Item, Chief Inspector, £504:

Mr, JONES: T should like to know where
the item concerning the ‘‘Penguin’’ is to be
found, I understand the Fisheries Depart-
ment are taking over the Loat as a trawler,

The Premier: You will have an oppor-
tunity of disecussing that on the Loan Esti-
mates.

Ttem, Seecretary, £180:

Mr. PICKERING: This offieer is also
secretary to the Aborigines Department, and
I understand that one-half the salary is
charged to Fisheries and the other half to
Aborigines,

Item, Temporary labour, allowances, ete.,
£1,054:

Hon. W.-C. ANGWIN: 1TIs thia temporary
labour or any of it to be employed fixing up
the ‘Penguin’’? If not, where are we to
find the provision for the work?

The Colonial Secretary: Tt is on. the Loan
Estimates.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Are you gomg to
repair an old boat out of Loant®

The Colonial Secretary: The ‘Treasurer
is providing the money. for the repairs.

. Hop.. P. Collier: And where is the provi-
gion for working the vessel..afier she is
repaired? -

The COLON[AL SL(..RETARY The in-
formation is not on my .notes, or- at all
events I cannot find it. It was only re-
cently decided that the boat .sheuld be
taken over for this purpose, and although
the. provision is nat shawn here, it will be
taken out of funds to he provlded by the
Treasurer.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Trust funds?

. The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
and the provision will ‘be shown on the
Estimates next year.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: It is unot long
since the present Minister for Mines sus-
tained a rating for taking money out of
trust funds, to enter into a State trading
concern for the supply of fish, without a
vote of the Committee. It now appears
that the same system has been adopted by
those who previously complained of it. The
only: remedy open to us is to Keep down
the amount allocated to the Treasurer for
unforeseen expendifure. Of course, if the
Government have realised that they made
a mistake in elosing up the State fish shops‘
and intend to mtroduce State fishing again,
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I can only compliment them, bunt they
should honestly confess their mistako and
not attempt in this way to cover up what
they are deing. When the State fish shops
were open we at Fremantle used to get a
little fish oecasionally, but we very. rarely
see it now. This is the place where pro-

vision should be made for working  the
“¢Penguin.”’

The COLONIAYL, SECRETARY: I have
discovered the missing information. The

provigion allows for the necessary stecaming
between place and place and is based on
the time the ‘‘Penguin'’ will take for that
and for trawling purposes and the quan-
tity of coal and stores that will be used.
The estimated cost of running the vessel
ia £140 per week, or a total of £3,640 for
a period of 26 weeka,

Hon, P, Collier: How is it proposed to
distribute the fish{

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
{'Penguin’’ will go to the nearest port

where there are facilities for handling fish.

Hon, . COLLIER: Having regard to the
scarcity and high price of fish, this is rather
an important question. Fish are entirely
beyond the purchasing power of the work-
ing class people to-day. Any move made
by the Government to produce a plentiful
supply of fish is 2 good one, but I am
afraid that whilst the Government will
spend £140 a week in inereasing the sup-
ply of fish, the chances are the net result
will be nil, that the price of fish will re-
main at what it is to-day. If the people
are to ges the benefit of the move, it will
be necossary for the Government to see to
the distribution as well as to the caiching
of the fish. This is the only remaining
part of the Labour policy which the pre-
sent Government have not taken up, and
they might as well complete the list, Tt
will be necessary for the Government to
open fish stalls in order to give the bene-
fit to the public; unless indecd they are able
to meet the difficulty with their price-fixing
proposals, There is a most complete ring
among those controlling the ecatching and
distribution of fish.

The Colonial Secretary: And. they are
the people who are making the profii.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They bave had the
consumers in their grip for years past. I
know of men whose wealth has been built
up out of the fish supply. At Kalgoorlie,
at Boulder, and on the Murchizon, fish can
be obtained only from one source, while in
the metropelitan area there is no competi-
tion whatever amongst the members of the
ring. These people will quickly arrive at
an understanding in regard to the price
they will pay for Goverpment fish. -

The Honorary Minister: You have to
eatch the fish first.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But surely the Gov-
ernment know that they can catch them!

The Honorary Minister: What does any-
body know about trawling?

[ASSEMBLY,]

Hon, P, COLLIER: Would the Minister
have us believe that this is merely an ex-
perimenty Have the Government not as-
sured themselves of the probable resuits be-
fore investing money in the venture§ Is it
not known by the Iisheries Department
that the trawling scheme is likely to be
successful

The Minister for
Lair idea.

Hon. P. COLLIER: According to the in-
terjection of the Honorary Minister, it is
merely an experiment. The fish around our
coasts eould supply the world.

The Honorary Minister: But it is not all
the gronnds that you can trawl on.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The high price of fish
has not been due to the searcity around our
coast-line.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think any hon. member will object to the
statement of the leader of the Opposition
that we Lave any quantity of fsh around
our coast-line. Bot the great difficulty is
that we are not seafaring people, and not
tooc many will take on the work of fishing.
Therefore, we have had to depend on
foreigners. I dealt with the question re-
ecently of frying to deccrease the cost of
this commodity and to keep up the supplies.
{t will be remembered that we had a great
shortage of meat at the time, and it was
nlso at a period of the year when the fish
supply, so far as the Swan river was con-
cerned, was falling off. I took into my
confidence the men engaged in the fishing
industry in the river, and they assured me
that if I were to make further reaches of
the river available for netting, they would
do their part. It was decided to open up
n fair area of water which previously had
elways been closed, the understanding
being that the fishcrmen would not ask an
increased price for the fish they might
catch, We had not proceeded far before
we discovered that some of the fishermen
were prepared to profiteer if thoy got the
chance. A day or two after the announce-
ment was made, I was communicated with
by the town elerk of Perth, who asid, 1
suppose you know that all the fish caught
in the Swan river has to go through the
city markets to be inspected.’”” I said T
did mot know that and, moreover, I pointed
out that the city council might have control
over what happened within their own
boundaries, but as the river was outside
their boundaries this was no affair of theirs.
We, however, discovered that we were up
against an ohstacle, and it was that by
distributing the fish outside the eity mar-
kets, the price of the fish in the city im-
mediately rose. Then the fishermen in the
city demanded the same price as those who
were distributing it outside were receiving.
The price went up from ls. 4d. to 2s. 94. a
dozen, and T would not like to say that that
was not by arrangement. Notwithstanding
cur proiost, we were not able to do any-
thing, but I know that the president of the

Mines: They have a
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fishermen's association threw up the game
because he refused to be a party to that
kind of thing after havirg entered into an
henourable understanding with the Gov-
ernment, We found then that we bad a
pretty hard task to control the matter satis-
faetorily from the point of view of the von-
sumer. It all meant bunce to the fishermen
but not to the consumer. Recently we had
a report from the Commonwealth authori-
ties regarding the operations of the trawler
‘‘Endeavonr,’’ which carried on its work
in the Great Australian Bight east of Eucla,
and the report stated that from a trawling
point of view that ground was probably
the best on the Australian coast. That was
as far as the ‘‘Evdeavour’’ came. The
State Pisheries Department are of the
opinion that we should fit up a ship as a
trawler and explore the waters on the west-
ern side of Euela towards Albany, and
probably we would then find grounds which
were as good for trawling purposes as those
whieh the "*Endeavour’’ discovered on the
cther side of Eucla. In the event of such
a discovery, it would be possible for the
Government, or for a company who knew
something about trawling operations, to
take up the business and supply our people
with fish, The steamer ‘‘Penguin,’’ while
not a trawler, may be satisfactorily fitted
up for the purpose of testmg those grounda.

The Colonial Secretary: A trawler would
cost £36,000 to-day.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Our main
object is not so much experimental as it is
exploratory.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T thought your Gov-
ernment would not enter into State trad-
ingf

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
is hardly State trading.

The Premier: It is State feeding.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
been extremely fortunate in conmnection
with this matter, inasmuch as gquite re-
cently there arrived from England a
gentleman who has practically all his life
been engaged in trawling operations in the
North Sea. Before leaving England ha
was engaged in aweeping for mines. Prinr
to that he was in charge of a fleet of trawl-
ers, I happened to meet him here end it
is proposed now to secure his services in
connection with the fitting out of the *‘Pen-
guin,’’ so that operations may be carried
out for a month or two. The skipper of
the ‘““Penguin’’ jn that time will gain a
knowledge of trawling and will receive
valuable assistance from this expert, who
will help us to introduce the best methods.
Trawling has been revolutionised at Home
since the war started, and the gentleman
to whom I refer has a complete knowledge
of its operations. We are therefore very
fortunate in being able to get the benefit
of his expericnee,

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I only desire to make
a few remarks to show the apparent incon-
sistency between the deeds of the Govern-

This
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ment and their professions. They ars going
to be responsible for launching what ap-
pears to be another trading concern, and I
have no doubt that the Chamber of Com-
merce will look upon it as a fishy proposi-
tion, financial and otherwise. When mem-
bers on this side of the House were wooing
the suffrages of the electors, the air was
full of denunciations of State activities,
Now we have a propesal put up to further
demonstrate our latent wealth, a proposal
which will involve the cxpenditure of a
large sum of money. I have no objection
to it; I am pledised that the Government
are 80 enamoured of the utility and benefits
to be derived from collective ownership.
The settled policy of this country, it was
claimed, was disturbed as a result of the
lust elections; the trading concerns weré
to be sold up.

The Premier: Are you in favour of that?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No. That is why I
am supporbing this item with a good deal of
enthugiaam, This action of the Government
now will result in one of two things: either
they develop the fishing industry by means
of trawling for the benefit of a private ecom-
pany, and perhaps ultimately for the benefit
of the State, or they must operate it them- .
selves, If the fish are here some good must
come from the propesition. All the Minis-
ters sitting on the front bench have gone
back on the pledge they made. To-day they
are prepared to launch out and go further
ahead. I am glad they have profited by ex-
perience,

The Premier: Come .over here.

Mon, T, Walker: No; you come over here.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There is no need for
us to go over there,

Mr. Munsie: We will he over there soon
enough,
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am convineced that

the party om this side of the House has no
right to go over there until the public are
educated to support the proposals they stand
for, T am satisfied also, in regard to this
proposal, that it is sound, and that public
opinion ia behind collective ownership rather
than private enterprise, at any rate in the
matter of feeding the people. A group of
some 20 returned soldiers who desired to go
in for the industry of fish preserving had re-
ccived an offer of a boat and required some
agsistance, but I do not know what came of
the matter, A deputation waited on the
Premier to urge that assistance should be
given. It was claimed by these men that
they bad the necessary oxperience, and that
it they had some help they wight improve
the present position. Some of these men
were not formerly engaged in the occupation,
and the Repatriation Department would not
agsigt them. Tf a clerk comes hack from the
war the Repatriation Department will find
him a eclerk’s position, but if he is a pearler
and desires to set up again in thatindustry,
the amount that is offered him is too amall
to enahle him to do anything. It rests with
the State Government, therefore, to see
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whether it is worth while to put our fish on
the market by engaging such groups of men
as I have mentioned, provided they have the
necessary experience and knowledge. The
Minister for Mines says he has secured the
services of a man from Enpgland who is
going to help through the venture. I am
glad to hear it.

The Minister for Mines:
him for the job.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: That does not worry
me so long as the man is doing his job,
Other men have come here who have been
going to Jdo a great deal for the benefit of
the State, but they have failed. I hope this
new-coiner will prove more successful than
they did. If this fish enterprise will assist
us, then it will havo my hearty support.

The PREMIER: The matter in connection
with the ‘‘Torrens’' is being gone into, I
hope we will be able to do something for
these men. I believe that our sea is full of
wealth, and this ought to be turned to ae-
egunt. "The Government are determined that
something must be done to keep down the
cost of living, and a cheap fish supply is one
menns of doing this. I asked the member’
for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs} and Mr. Kingsmill
_to meet Mr. Aldridge, the Chief Inspector
of Fisheries, and discuss the matter with
him. They did se. The result wae that the
“‘Penguin’’ was fitted up, Cousiderable
work was done by the ‘‘Endeavour.’’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the fish is landed
at -Albany the rail charges will have to go
against if,

The PREMIEE: Grounds have been lo-
cated, and, .we belicve that other grounds
will be found near.Albany. It is the duty
of the Government to see that the people
get a plentiful supply of ficsh at a cheap rate.
We know that this boat eannot be fitted up
permanently as a trawier. She will be fitted
out with proper gear and the fish she gets
will ba placed on the market. If it can be
determined without doubt that fish are avail-
able in large guantitios, we will see that the
peoplé of the State get it at 2 reasonable
price.

Hon. P. Collier:
tion. .

The PREMIER If "we can locate the
grounds our troubles will be over. We shall
get a plentiful supply o¢f fish in our own
waters, and the people will get the benefit.
The on]v great need of the people of this
country is cheap living, and T am going to
remedy that difficulty with all the means at
my command.

Hon. T, WALKER: T am._in doubt as to
how far the Government propose to go.

The Premier: We are going to fish,

Hon. T. WALKER: What is going to be
done with the fish when it is caught9

The Minister for Mines: Hand it to the
member for Fremantle to sell. What a voice
for selling figh!

Hon, T, WALEKER: It should be a profit-
able monopoly. I wunderstand the Govern-
ment are going to see whether there are any

We are paying

That is a good proposi-
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fish or not, and are going to start where the
‘Endeavour’’ ceased her trawling.

The Honorary Minister: The point is to
see whether there are suitable trawling
grounds or not.

Hon, T. WALEER: That bas been demon-
strated further East. There are excellent
trawling grounds from which to supply the
world’s market. The mere conveyance of the
fish by water is & bagatelle. The Minister
for Mines put facts-before uws in regard to
bis endeavour to cheapen the fish supply in
Perth. His very effort produced a rise. The
ring started to create such friction that the
man who was in charge of the fish shops had
to give up as he was helpless. Prices every-
where went up, and fish to-day is at a pro-
hibitive price. In many parts of the world
it is practically the main article of diet on
gecount of its cheapness, but not so here,
because it is in the hands of those who rig
the market and have the full control of it.
Fish has been brought into market, pur-
chased and destroyed, and we have had to
paes legislation to prevent such destruction.
Tons of fish have been wasted, The Minister
tor Mines hinted at the only thing that ean
be done to prevent this, namely, that we must
break down the ring, and have a distribu-
tion that will take the supply out of the

hands of the ring and give it to the con-
gamer with as little additional expense as
possible.

The Minister for Mines: If you get the
qua,ntlty you will scon sucteed in that.

Hon, T. WALKER: Not necessarily. We
have scen combines and trusts who have had
unlimited supplies at their command, but
once they have the command they regulate
the supply to the consumer. Whilst the mar-
ket is controlled by a few persoms, no matter
how great the supphes may be, the distri-
bution to thé publie is amall
* The Minister for Mines: Qur present iden
is' t0 arrangé with teturned soldiera for its
dlstnbutwn

" Hon, T. WALKER: Thit is a good thing.
Unless we can break down the ring this
wasté in fish will go en. With the abundant
gupply we have ‘at-our doors it ia almost a
crime that we cannot have sufficient supplies
for the feeding of our citizens. The mere
fixing ‘of a price will not overcome the diffi-
culty, It will be necessary first to make an
intond upon those Who now have the mon-
opoly )

"The Minister for Works: We should make
it 4 penal offence to interfere with the food
of the people, or we sheuld hang those who
do a0,

_ Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

" Mr. JONES: I am sorry the Minister is
pot able to give the Committee an under-
taking that the Government will embark not
only in the catehing of fish but also in the
distribution of fish, without which they will
be simply playing mto the hande of the ﬂah
ing combine.
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The Premier: I promise you that will not
happen. .

Mr. JONES: Unless the Government are
prepared to undertake the establishment of
State fish shops T do not see how they will
avoid it.

The Premier: The sole purpose is to make
a supply of fish available at a cheaper price
than at present.

Mr., JONES: I hope that even if they
refnse to establish fish shops they will at
least supply the Government institutions with
State fish. It is not seemly that public money
should be spent in fitting ont a trawler that
a private monopoly should get the advantage
of selling the fish.

The Premier: T promise that nothing of
the sort shall happen.

AMr. WILLCOCK: T have been informed

that there is not much probability of snecess -

for trawling on the west coast for the reason
that where fish are to be found there is a
bad bottem, unsnitable for trawling, while
wherever there is o good sandy hottom there
nre no fish. I admit that T got this informa-
tion from a member of the fishing combine
and, thercfore, perhaps it onght to be dis-
counted. However, T trust the Government
will take that eontingency imto consideration
and will thoroughly test the coastal waters in
many loealitics. If the trawling proves sue-
cessful it will resuit in considerable henefit
to the people. )

Mr. ROCKE: The fact that trawlers have
to go long distances suggests that the fish in
localities mnearer to the metropolitan area
have been depleted. That is true, and wn-
fortunately it has been brought about by
preventable eauses. IFor some years the figh-
ing industry has been monopolised by for-
eigners who have been using nets of a mesh
g0 small that the very young fish have been
unable to cscape. TFor 20 or 30 miles along
the coast north and south of Fremantle,
millions of small fish are to be scen lying
dead on the sand, Tt proves that the men in
eharge of thiz department are incompetent;
if it were not so they would not have al-
lowed such ddestruction of fish life to go on.
It has been sugpested that the ‘‘Penguin’’
is to do work of an exploratory wnature.
‘That has been done already by the ‘“En-
deavour,”’

The Colonial Secretary:
eonst.

My, ROCKE: The reports we have of the
west coast are not very encouraging, It was
found that the bottom was of a rocky nature
and the damage done to the trawl was not
recompensed by the eateh, The water found
to be satisfactory is that lying to the ecast
of Albany in the Great Anstralian Bight, in
about latitude 35. This bank has some 300
feet of water on it. Te send the *‘Pen-
guin’’ there would be courting disaster, be-
cansce it is not possible for her to work in
that Iatitude. She might be sueccessful in
trawling for gilgies in Monger’s Lake, but
the Government ought to reconsider their
plans before spending £3,640 on n projeet
ftoomed to failure. If we could obtain an

Not on the west
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ample fish supply it would be helpful to the
people, but the way we arc going about it is
not very encouragmg. We had a hoat, the
““TUna,’” a North Sea trawler, at one time.
A vessel of that deseription would be satis-
factory for that purpose. Anything smaller
or of =a lighter construction is inadequate
and useles from a practical standpoint. It
the ““Penguin’’ is to achieve any success
gshe must be sent north into the smooth
water, -

Mr. ANGELO: The project of sending
out the *‘TPenguin’' to prospeet for flsh is
mjustifiable. It is like & man with a gold
mine looking around for other ficlds inatead
of working what he has got. Within 40
Tiours? sail of Fremantle we have all the fish
that Western Aunstralia can consume,

The Premier: Tt is too far away.

Mr. ANGELO: I doubt whether within
40 hours of Fremantle you can possibly get
auywhere clse the fish known to be in Shark
Bay. A past Government lannched o scheme
but bad an wnsuitable hoat, namely the
““Una,’”’ whi¢h was far too slow to bring
down the fish, If we had a decent boat for
a transport hetween SBhark Bay and Tre-
mantle, the fishing industry would prove
very succcesaful.  For six months in the year
small sailing hoats go up Trom Geraldton
every week to fish in Shark Bay, but they
have to beat baek against a strong sea
Irreeze and sometimes ten days are apent on
the return journey. The whole difficulty is
that of transport, Tf the Government could
overcome that difficelty the fishing would be
sneeessful.  Rather than fit out the ‘¢Pen-
muin’’ as a trawler, it would be wise to fit
her with refrigerating space and let her
bring down the fish.

Mr. Willcock: The fish eombine do that
now with a small auxiliary steamer.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and if they can do
it with such a boat surely we eould do it
with the *‘Penguin.’’ If there was once a
market established by a steamer ealling at
regular intervals, the guestion of settling re-
turned soldicrs in the industry would be sim-
plifiel. A fishing boat operating in Shark
Bay would only cost about £150. The whole
difficulty is in regard to transport. If the
“‘Penguin’’ were fitted np for this purpose,
the "“Bambra’’ fitled up with cool storage
space, the ““Euela’’ similarly fitted up, and
the refrigerating space on the Singapore
boats, which was not being used, were taken
by the Goverument, we shonld get down at
least one boat a week, if not more, for the
econveyance of fish to the metropolitan area.
When T was at Shark Bay the other day,
three lads went out in a 16-feat bhoat and
came back with one ton and a half of
schnapper in one day. On another occasion
a friend of mine threw out a net and caught
150 large mullet. This shows that fish is
very plentiful in the distriet of whieh I
speak. The fishing boats would only require
to work within a radius of about 50 miles
from the place at which the steamers would
call,

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Friendly Socictics and
£8,7111.

]I‘cm Regristrar of Friendly Socictics and
Aetum\' also Registrar General and Gov-
ernment, Statistician, £672:

Mr. JONES: Last year we voted for this
office £636. This was raised by £18, and we
dare now asked to give another inerease of
£18. T do not know whether it was intended
to mislead the Committee mto belicving that
the rise was only £18.

Registry,

Item, Clerk of Arbitration Comt and
Clorks, £1260:
Mr. JONES: T hepe this total amount

in¢cludes a grade rise for the clerk of the
Arbitration Court. This officer was brought
down from the goldfields and is an excep-
tionally able man. He held a position in
the conrt in Kalgoorlie, and was brought to
Perth at a less salary than he was getting
there.  So wmuch depends upon this officer
in the matter of the ense with which the
varions employers and cmployces ean
proach the eourt in conncetion with an al-
teration in wages amil conditions. I trust
that a substantial rise will be given to this
officer in order to bring him up to the salary
he sacrifieed at Ialgeorlic.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T shonld
Minister to inform the Mouse as to
rise this officer is getting?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T am
unithle to auswer the question, but will look
into the matter and see whether the posi-
tion is ns stated.

Hon. P. COLLIER:

like the
what

The position of clerk
of the Arbitration Court is an important
one, and that being so the position should
be set out separately in the TEstimates,
This officer was in the Mines Department
when T was the Minister eontrolling it. He
wad ¢lerk of courts and mining registrar at
Southern Cross, In accepting the position
at the Arbitration Court he made a finanecial
sacrifiee. I mmderstand that sinee then his
gsalary has been inercased beyond that which
he was drawing prior to accepting the posi-
tion. T hope this officer is going to share
in the increase to a greater extent than some
of the other officers in the service. His
pogition is a responsible one and he i3 o
capable man.

The Colonial Secretary: The item will be
shown scparately in nest year’s Fstimates.

Vote put aml passeil.

Vote—=Gaols, £24,315:

My, JONES: T should like the Minister
to say what the position i3 regarding the
superintendent of the Fremantle prison.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
at present an aeting supervintendent. T am

" sorry to say that the superintendent himself
is unable through ill-health to take on the
position again.

Hon, P. Collier: Who is acting?

The " COLONTAL SECRETARY: Mr.,
Badger. The matter i3 now under con-
stderation. I take it that Mr, Badger will

ap-
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be appointed to the position if he is com-
gidered suitable.

Hou, T. WALKER: 1Vhen the amend-
ment to the Criminal Code was before the
House, T took exception to the provision
regarding the indeterminate sentences. T
snid that it was a favec to introduce that
neasure, and that we would not be able to
yut it into effeet, that we had not the
man to earry on the requigite work for the
purpose of reform or for the general treat-
ment of those who were mnot criminals by
nature. T was assured that there would be
no playing with the matter, that men who
were qualified by training and by a study
of this special branch of human pathology
would be seleeted.  We on this side take
wreat cxception to the appointment of the
eustomary go-as-you-please board.

The Colonial Sceretary: What board do
you refer to?

Hen. T. WALKER: T am referring to the
hoard whieh deals with indeterminate sen-
tenees. Tt is astovnding that we have
passed the Aect, that the attention of our
judges have been drawn to it, and that long
ago they have put these provisions into
operation, There are prisoncrs new under-
going their scntences; yet there is neither
reformatory nor any such provision az was
indieated by the hon. member in charge of
the measure. There is an announcement now
that the Government intend to make Rott-
nest the place for a reformatory. This
should mot be done until the House has
been consulted, and specinl expert know-

‘leclge has heul obtained as to its fitness,

as regnrds distanee from the metropolis, and
general supervision. The prisoners sentenced
by the judges to the reformatory and to the
imleterminate sentenee have been misled by
the Government, by the Parliament, and by
the law of the land. We have been led to
believe that we had this reformatory. We
have the law; yet we have not one iota of
provigien to earry out the law.

The Colomial Seeretary: We are making

provision now.

Hon, T. WALKER: But prisoners have
been sentenced under this Aet. The Gov-
ernment are making provision now for men
who do not know what fate is to be theirs
in future. I pointed out what a farce it
wias to pas3 measures of this kind without
any adequate provision to meet them.
There was nothing on the Estimates for the
purpese, and I ask the Minister how mueh
he has put on these Estimates for the pur-
pose. The faree is going on. We have the
vagne promise that the Government are now
making provision. Yet prisomers have been
sentenced under the Aet, 1t is a fraud.
We put men in gaol for breaking the
lnw, but Ministers are breaking the law,
They are allowing judges, under false
pretences, to pass sentenecs upon  men
fraudulently, to send them to a reforma-
tory. and there is no reformatory; to sen-
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tence them to indeterminate imprisonment
and there is no provision to deal with such
cases. Can we eall ourselves intelligent
human beings when we have such a tragical
faree as this? The Government have gone
so far as to get a board. Who are the
members? i

Hon. P. Collier: And their qualifications?

Hon. T. WALKER: Hann is one, is he
not?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.

Hon. T. WALEER: There is a nice speci-
men! I believe he is a well meaning man;
I have nothing to say against him person-
ally, but we know he has committed most
egregious blunders, He is under suspen-
sion now,

The Colonial Secretary: You are wrong.

Hon., T. WALKER: Well, he is under
medical treatment,

The Colenial Secretary:
different thing,

Hon, T. WALKER:
suspension.

The Colonial Seeretary: No.

Mr. Jonea: He has been several times.

Hon. T. WALKER: What is the Minister
telling me? When Costigan was flogged il-
legally at Hann’s instructions, what action
was taken?

The Colonial Seeretary: If the hon. mem-

+ ber knows, let him say,

Hon., T. WALKER: He was suspended,
was he notf

The Colonial Seeretary: I do not know.

Hon. T. WALKER: This is how the laws
of the country are administered—by maon
who do not know, This is a matter of the
most vital importance to the welfare of the
ecommunity; yet the Minister does not
know. Here is a branch of human pathology
utterly ignored. The very man who ought
not fo be there, even were there not thaf
to be said disparagingly of him as a quali-
fieation, is there. He ought not to be there
beeause he himself is concerned in the ad-
ministration of the gaol. He is in every
sense of the word the chief gaoler—ecall him
by any soft nomenclature you like—and ho
i3 not the man to have the judgment. His
advice, his information, his records of facts
might be of assistanee to the board, but he
should not be there in the capacity of gaoler
and judge, because his own conduet iz con-
cerned in the treatment of a prisoner, and
he is really a judge of himself and of his
own methods. He is the very last man who
should be on the hoard in-a judicial eap-
acity.

The Colonial Seeretary: He will not Le
there.

Hon. F. WALKER: Is not he on the new
list?

The Colonial. Secretary: He will not be
there in a judicial capacity now,

Hon, T. WALKER: I do not mean judieial
in the usual form. I mean quasi judicial.
He has to =it in judgment and, when a ma:
exercises jndgment, he acts in a jedicial
eapacity. Suorely the Minister ig not guib-
bling about the exnct technical applieatiun

That is a very

But he was under
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of terms, He i3 aeting by the exercise of
judgment as to the fitneas or otherwise of
a perton to stay under his gvardianship or
treatment, or to be abroad in the world
amongst his fellow citizens. I know nothing
that requires more judicial tomperament
than that, There must be no bias, no dis-
turbing deflection to correct judgment by
undue sympathies or antipathies. He must
be able to clearly judge on the facts physio-
logical and pathological, Hann’s position
will net permit that attitude of mind; yet
he ia a member of the board, practically a
guiding spirit of it, That should not be sd.
I was berated and belittled in this House
by those in charge of the moeasure at the
time because of my opposition to it. What
I said here then has proved true to the fet-
ter. 'There is the same old goody-goody. 1
do not say it sneeringly, but for want of
a better word to oxpress those kindly mean-
ing individvals who like to be interfering
ewith their fellow men with the best of mo-
tives bot who have not the faintest quali-
fications for the po=mition. Thig is how the
CGovernment are carrying out reforms, What
happens now? A man is awarded the Kath-
leen Mavourncen sentence and he may as
well be sent to the lmatic asylum. He has
no chance of ecoming out; he is kept there,
for cver isolated. The old Bastille where
men were plunged and forgotten, and their
names were changed and no one could find
out whether they were alive or dead, was on
a par with this very thing. But it is of ne
concern. No one eares. All the spreadeagle-
ism and high falutinism of those in charge
of the measure was merely dust thrown in
the cyes of the public, making the people
helieve that we were becoming more hu-
mane. We are worse off than ever we were,
Under the veil ereated by the assurances of
Ministers and the endorsement of that meas-
ure by vice-regal assent, T ventured to ask
one of our judges to sentence an offender
of that class to the indetermirate sentence
with a view to giving himn the neccssary care
and treatment and meral strengthening that
would enable him to keep out of gaol for the
future. It galls me to think T should have
trusted and beleved that in good faith and
perfeet honour the Bill was introduced into
this Houge, when it was a frand, a sham,
and o lie. There is upon me now the fecling
that T have done a great wrong to a fellow
human being in trusting the Government of
the day and trusting our Aety of Parlia-
ment. I do not know what will become of
this man now. The feeling of helplesaness
of one to do the right thing is npon me and
when one knows the thing ealled erime is a
defeet in mnature that needs treatment and
care and not vindietive punishment, it is
terribly humiliating to know one can do
nothing. He is thrown into the dungeon, as
it were, and has no one to care for him in
any sense unless it is to pamper him, or whia-
per hope that s still further deinding, or
make pretence of attending to his welfare
and doing nothing, There is no machinery
whatever to help a fallen mortal the Gov-
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.ernment has created, and yet they have had
all the kudos and glorification of passing a
. meagure of this kind—Press-bespattered
-.and pulpit-belanded, but nothing  done.
IF private companies did such a thing they
wounid find themselves in gaol for false pre-
. tonces. A deliberate fraud upon the publie
and a fraud that plays upon the wost tender
+ spots of the public conscience! Is there not
to be any change? I am afraid I would be
. misunderstood if I were to designate the

committee by terms that would exactly fit

. them. There is not one on that committee
in any way qualifiedl for the position he
 holds. Good men they are in their walks of
. ‘life, but in no other sense qualified for the
- poats they have been given. Has the Colonial

+ Becretary thought about it, or is he merely
» a machine for the operation of the under-
- lings of his departmenty Ts that the posi-

tion he occupies, or has he an independent

mind? Instead of decreasing the cost of the

gaol, the gaol costs will increase considerably
“in the future. By our indifference and cal-

lousness we are in our administrative fune-
* tions creating criminals, not curing them or

‘preventing them, The whole method is a
- dogging of humanity and treating the fallen
- misterhood or brotherhood as though they
- were devil-possessed, or ereatures with the
- sulphur of hell npon them, shunned and des-
- pised, with the utmost abhorrence. That is

* the the

apirit we exhibit towards un-
fortunates of human soeiety! These are
the by-produets of society as a whole.

Just as of old we used to treat the
lunatie as & eriminal, just as we treated
the delirions as devil-possessed, so are we
‘now treating the weak-minded, the degener-
-ates and the cripples as devil-possessed,
~ghutting them out of the world, blinding our
" eyes and steeling our hearts, keeping them
there as n pretence that we are doing some
‘good to society by having high walls
and iron gates to keep them inside. I am
aware that some of the officers are studying
advanced works on this subject, but nothing
has reached the Minister. It is a subterfuge,
a pretence, a gipantic publie frand, con-
temptible in the highest degree, inhuman, un-
civilised, tolerated by all of us, with appar-
ently nobody in this House to move a finger
or rajse a voice against it, and not a word
in the public Prcss next morning. The sins
of the Government are screened by the
silence of the Press. The public have no
chance, These poor voiceless unfortunates
have no opportunity whatever.  They have
no one to defend them. Mr. Chairman, you
know what happens when a man gets ill of
soul, ill of mind. It is like a man possessed
of leprogy; no one wants to take him by
the hand, no one wants to press him to his
bosom. Out of sight as soon as possible,
bury him from view and from consideration.
Let him be as the people of the underwerld,
to bhe occasionally heard of to create and
excite horror, but never to get one shred of
light from that darkness, from that dismal
existence which is his. I- think when we are
treating with cases of this kind, in nine cases
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out of ten they are the result of a dissased
mind, a diseased organisation, - An habitual
criminal, like the kleptomaniac or the dipso-
maniae, or even a man who is brutalised and
is guilty of repeated acts of violence—in
nine cases out of ten he is disordered from
birth, He brought the disorder with him in
his system. It was transmitted to him. He
never asked for it. It was imposed upon
him, and with those defects upon him he has
to struggle with society, and on his firgt slip
is flung into the cataract of destruction.
What is going to he done? Are we to have
an Act administered as it should be, as it
wag pretended it would be whea it was in-
troduced? Are we to have a person at the
head of the board who knows something of
criminology, of mental diseases, of nerve
affections, of pathological conditions pro-
duced by congenital or pre-congenital causes,
of the subsequent effect of surroundings, en-
vironment, or neeident; or are we to go on
in the same¢ old jog-trot way we have done
hitherto? We are only fraudulently hypo-
eritical if we do this. It is a standing farce
to pretend to be doing a thing, or to be do-
ing it so ay to mislead the judges of our
courts and our magistrates, so as to get the
eredit which is not deserved. Has the Col-
onial Seeretary given any thought to the sub-
ject? Whom has he consnlted, or has he
just allowed Mr. North, whom I reapect, Mz,
Hann, and one or two more of his under-
lings—and that is not said contemptuously
—to dictate to him? Has he no original
force at all¥ In other words, is he a Minis-
ter or is he a puppet to be pulled by strings,
or hag he power of independent action?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt has
been pointed out that a board was appointed
to earry out the provisions of the Aet. I
desire to tecll the member for Kanowna that
the Board was appointed with the approval
of Cabinet.

Hon. T. Walker: AT the worse.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
every reason to believe that the board will
carry out their duties, and that is all that is
expected of them. So far as the reformatory
is eoncerned, it was pointed out to the House
last night that we have now set apart a re-
serve at Roftnest and work will be com-
meneed a9 soon as possible, The Government
regognise that we must have a reformatory,
to enable us to e¢arry out the provisions of
the Act which has been passed, and when
the building is completed it will be taken
over for reformatory purposes. Prisoners
will be taken to the reserve to assist in
building bungalows, which will be required
for the accommodation of the officers. No
better site could be found than that at Rott-
nest,

Hen, P. Collier: Will the reformatory ha
separate from the portion of the island
visited by the general public?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes; it
will he away altogether from the tourist
aite. The area reserved comprises 400 or
500 acres,
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Mr. Jones: When will the work be
started? 'There iz no item for it on these
Estimates.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
work will proceed as soon as the reserve
has been gazetted, which will be done on
Friday next.

Mr, JONES: I wish that in his reply to
the member for Kanowna the Colonial
Secretary had given the names of the
members of the Indeterminate Sentence
Board, together with their qualifications
for judging what treatment their fellow-
men  should reeceive. As a matter of
psychologieal interest I should like to trace
the workings of the mind that appointed
this most extraordinary board. It is indeed
strange that at this period of the social
history of the world, when it is recognised
that criminality is a disease just as much
as insanity, any so-called soeial reformer
who has shown a desire to figure on charit-
able or patriotic committees or in other
limelight stunts should be thought a fit and
proper person for appointment to thias
board. Teo me the thing is simply appalling.
I hope the Colonial Seeretary will give un
assurance that the new head turnkey will
not be appointed to the board. The posi-
tion will be more than Gilbertian if the gaol

superintendent is to make recommendutions.

to himself as Chairman of the Indetermin-
ate Sentence Board, to be finally reviewed
by Thimself as TUnder Seeretary in the
Colonial Becretary’s Department. I believe

the Colonial Secretary wishes to give a fair

trial to the absurd measure inflicted on
Parliament by the late Attorney General.

If so, T hope the Colonigl Secretary will
not further hamper the cause of reform by

appointing an absolutely impracticable
board. During the twelve months that the
Act dealing with this subject has beem in
existence, nothing whatever has heen at-
tempted, - or even mooted, to arrange for
the treatment of prisoners under indeter-
‘minate sentence. We find those prisoners
in even worse case than prisoners sontenced
to bard labour; we find them immured,
isolated, for 22 hours out of the 24 in
separate cells, certainly roomy, but in
which they are required to eat and sleep
and perform the offices of nature. Thev
are allowed only two hours’ exercise in the
fresh nir daily. A bard labour prizsvuer
gets the chance to mix with other inmatkes
of the prison and to oceupy his mind with
some useful oceupation. T do not wonder
that the late Attorney General, though
within the precinets of the Chamber, wag
ashamed to come here amd face the criti-
ciam of his measure by the member for
Kanowng., I do not know how far the
Colonial Secretary’s responsibility goes in
the appointment of the Board; but I urge
that, in order to give the Aect a chance, ha
should appoint a board of men who know
something about the subject. Would the
Minister think for s moment of putting a
board selected from the Women’s Christian

. official of & hoard.
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Temperance Unien in charge of the
Hospital for the Insane at Claremont, or
in charge of the Perth Public Hospital?
He would not. Then why should persons
of that description be appointed to the
Indeterminate Sentence Board? In the in-
terests of bumanity at large, and in the
interests of the unfortunate members of
our commuuity, I implore the Colonial
Secretary to appoint a decent board. :

Voto put and passed.
Vote—Harbour and Light, £19,802,

Item, Chief Harbour Master, £528:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have in this
officer one of the best public servants in the
Btate, bat the acting harbour master is an
Until the late chief
harbour master was retired on aceount of
il health, he always held the position of

_¢hief harbour master at Fremantle in con-

junetion with the same position for other
ports. We are told that{ cconomy is being
practised nowadays, and I want to koow
why the present chief harbour master, Cap-
tain Winzar, cannot alzo be harbour master

- for the port of Fremantle? When the late

chiaf harbour master held the dual posi-
tions, the business of the port of Fremantle'
was considerably more than ‘it is to-day,
or has been for the last three or four years
The falling off for 1917-18;  the latest ydar
for which Ggures are available, was at the
rae of about 50 per gent. ~ - ’

The Colonial Secretary: That was due
to the war.~ -~ = ' ;
. Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I admit that,
Wby is ii necessary for the Trust to pay
ancther harbour master when it was the in-
tention of Parliament that the . Chief Har-
bour Master of the. State should alse be the
harbour master for the port of Fremantlef
I think the provision was. put. in the Act

_to prevent the Harbour Tist from. appoint-

ing another harbour master.  The question

"is’ whether Oaptain Winzar, the Chief Har-

bour Master of the “State, should not also
be the Chief Harbour Master of Fremantle,
Captain Morrison, who is ‘the acting Chief
Harbour Master of the port of Fremantle, is
algo chief pilot. He canfiot eatry out both
offices and it must affect the amount paid for
additional pilots, If the Chief Harbour Mas-
ter of the State eoild do the work of har-
bour master at the port of Fremantle in .1013-
14 he ought to be able to do it now when
there is a smaller number of ships. calling
at the port. In addition, it would have the
tendency of keeping the Government more
in touch with the work of the harbour,

Item, Wharfingers, Jetty and tramway
wages, relieving wharfinger, £8,500:-

Mr. ANGELO: A cornsiderable amount in
wages and the time of consignees could be
saved if more space was given for storage of
goods in the sheds conneeted with the tram-
ways. Large cargoes- arrive by steamers
trading on the North-West coast and there
is too mueh -cargo for the space allotted.



1230

That means that extra men have been em-
ployed in piling the cargo almost to the
top of the sheds, If doublo the storage were
supplied, there would not be the neeessity
for this. The cost of extra storage space
will bo more than repaid in a year owing to
the labour that will be obviated. As I passed
through Narrogin and Spencer’s Brook I
noticed that the wheat sheda were empty. If
the jron econld be purchased from the Wheat
Pool, it would be very useful in supplying
the accommodation neccssary in the North-
West ports.  Considerable damage is also
done to wool because there is mo storage.

The Colonial Seerctary: I will look into
the matter,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Immigration, £1,302.
Etem, Clerks, temporary labour, ete., £982:

Mr. PICKERING: I notice that there is
no increase in the salary of the secretary in
charge of the Department of Immigration,
and this in view of the faet that we are ex-
pecting a large nwnber of immigrants at
an early date. I wonld like to know when
this large number of immigrants are expected.

The Colonial Secretary: I cannot say.
Probably they will not start before February
or March or even later.

Mr. PICKERING: In view of the state-
ment that they are coming to the number
of 12,000 a year, I think there shounld be
more on the Eatimates for receiving these
immigrants and dealing properly with them
on arrival. But probably there is no founda-
fion for the statement.

The Colonial Secretary: Provision will be
made as previously. .

Mr. MALEY: I ask the Minister to make
an effort to find out the policy of the Gov-
ernment as to immigration.

The Colonial Secretary: The Premier has
explained the Government's poliey.

Mr. MALEY: W¢ are told that 25,000
immigrants may arrive ench year, but there
is no extension of the. vote.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I agrce with the
Minigter that there is no chance of geiting
any immigrants for the next 12 months.
Provision is made from loan for immigra-
Eion; nothing is provided on the revenus Es-
Gimates. I was connected with immigration

for some years and the Government at that -

time made a practicc rs far as possible to
get the right class of people. We made an
attempt in England to prevent false state-
ments being eirculated in regard to immigra-
tion and as a matter of fact had a man seut
to paol for mix months. We got desirable
people here, and without being egotistical,
I may say that I perused every nomination
form, and inspected every immigrant ship
when it arrived. There is no doubt that the
future of this State, after we have settled
the soldiers, depends eatirely on immigra-
tion.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Inspection of liquor, £550.
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Iiem, Inspeetor £350:

Mr. LUTEY: I see there is only one in-
apector for the whole of the State.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
used to be two inspectors. One was cut ont
with the view of the Health Department
making the inspections. There have been
guite a number of inspections made during
the year—1 have o list of them here if the
kon. member wants it—but not so many
a5 in the previous year, as owing to the in-
flvenza outhbreak the department did not
have time to make a3 many inspections as
they would have liked to do. I adwmit that
it mecans a lot of work for the single in-
apector and he is not able to get around the
conntry often enough and it is desirable that
frequent inspections should be made.

Mr, PICKERING: I should like to know
the result of inspections during the last
year, whether they have demonstrated the
necessity for the appointment of more in.
spectors. I think there is sufficient work
for one inspector in Perth alone, Also I
should like to know what qualifications the
inspectora have for testing liguor.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T think
they are properly qualified,  Durmg the
year 8,881 inspections were made, Fines
totalling £89 were inflicted,

Mr. PICKERING: It bears out my ar-
gument that there is work for more than
one inspeetor.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—S3tate Labour Bureau, £3,184:

Mr. WILLCOCK: Last year 1 stressed
the point that officers in charge of smaller
centres should be given a little more dis-
eretion  in  respect of issuing railway
passes to pennilesy applicants for work. In
Perth the secretary can write out an au-
thovity for a railway pass and the mppli-
cant can go off to his job, but in Gerald-
ton or Kalgoorlie, where there is not a
large volume of business, the question of
issuing a railway pass has to be referred
to Perth by letter, and in the meantime the
applicant for work has nothing to do and
no money te take him out of the town.
Even if the local officer in charge had to
consult the resident magistrate before pro-
viding the railway pass, it would be a very
great improvement om the present system.
T should like a promise from the Minister
that I shall not have to bring up this mat-
ter again on next year’s Estimates.

The COLONIAL BSECRETARY : The
question has not previously been brought
under my notice. I will look into it and if
it is possible to earry out the hon, mem-
ber’s suggestion, it shall be done.

Vote put and passed,
Vote—Lunpey and inebriates, £70,100:

Hon. P. COLLTER: T am going to move
that consideration of ‘this vote be post-
poned until we reach the end of the other
Estitnates. In the circumstances I think
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il is only a fair request. There is at pre-
sent u select committee inquiring into the
management of this institution, and we
should be entirely lacking in our sense of
responsibility if we wera fo pass the vote
for this institution before we have the re-
port of that select committee in our hands.
I do not think there will be any opposi-
tion to this motion., During the past week
or two we have frequently postponed whole
divisions, If we can do that, I think we
can pogtpone this vote.

The Colonial Secretary: What iz the ob-
jeet of the postponement?

Hon. P. COLLITER: At the present time
n sclect committee of this House is in-
quiring into the whole management of the
institution.

The Colonial
affect the vote.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Most certainly it
will. The report of that select committee
may be in suck terms as will warrant the
Committes in taking action in regard to
the Estimates. If the Estimates shall have
been already passed, our opportunity will
have gone. Of course we shall have a
chance for a geucral discussion on the re-
port of the select committee, but we can
have no effective voice if in the meantime
we pass the Estimates. I understand it is
likely that the report of the select commit-
teo will be available next week, before
we shall have reached the end of the Esti-
mates as a whole. I move—

Secretary: That will neot

That consideration of the Vote be poat-
poned until after the other votes shall
have been congidered.

Motion put and passed; consideration of
‘the Vote postponed.

Vote—OQbservatory, £1,791:

Mr. MALEY: T should like to know for
Thow much longer the position of Govern-
ment Astronomer is to be described as
¢¢ Acting Goverpment Astronomer.’’ If
the Obeervatory is to be continued, it is
time tho Government confirmed the present
astronomer in his appeintment.

Mr. LUTEY: I intend to move that the
vote be struck out. This should be a
eharge on the Commonwealth Gevernment.
On the last occagion this vote came before
the House it was only the eloquence of
‘the member for EKanowna that saved the
Observatory. While the State is prepared
to go on paying for this nomn-revemue pro-
ducing department I am satisfied we can
continue to do so till the crack of doom. I
move—

That the vote be struck out.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Negotia-
" tions have been poing on with the Common-
wealth Goverument to take over the Ohser-
vatory. No one, however, would enre to sce
the Commonwealth take over the fine grounds
attached to the building. The Observatory
is serving a useful purpose.
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. The Minister for Mines: They undertake
to close it down as an observatory if they
do take it over,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We do
not want to lose this institution, and T hope
the motion will not be agreed to.

Mr. MUNSIE: All these matters con-
neeted with the Observatory almost entirely
helong to the Commonwealth, I do not see
why the State should pay for them. If the
Commonwealth want an  Observatory im
Western Aunstralia to do their work, they
should pay for it. What benefit are we re-
eeiving from this expenditure of £1,782%
Can the Minister tell the Committce one

ugefnl purpose which this institution is
serving?
Mr. ANGELO: Whilst I should like to

see the expenditure handed over to the Ted-
cral Government, I do not want to see the
Observatory done away with. The telegrams
that are sent from that institution to Ner’-
West ports are of great service to shipping
people, in that they foretell the approach of
storms. In my opinion if this system bad
been in vogue at the time the ‘¢ Koombang ™
was lost the disaster woull not have oceur-
red. At the same time the Observatory can
do more good than it does. In Mr. Cooke’s
time people were invited to visit the Obser-
vatory, and he usvally gave them an instrue-
tive and pleasant evening. Mr. Curlewis
should be advised to follow in his footateps,
School children might also be invited ocea-
gionally to hear something abouwt astronomy.

Mr. JONES: The motion has not gone
far enough, The hon. member should have
included such votes as the Zoological Gar-
dens, the Museum, the Art Gallery, the Uni-

versity, the Education Department and
others,
Mr. Mungie: Tell us something of wuse

that the observatory does.

Mr. JONES: The member for Gascoyne
unfortunately mixed up the Commonwealth
Meteorological Department with the State
observatory. The only .connection between
the two is that the Commonwealth Depart-
ment use the observatory to keep their in-
struments in, .

Mr. Duff: Then they ought to be charged
rent.

Mr, JONES: The existence of the obser-
vatory advertises us to the rest of the world.
The obgervations taken and the scientific
knowledge gained there are listed in com-
mon with other recognizsed observatories of
the world, so that in the seientific world,
Perth gaing & status which it would not have
if we possessed no ohservatory. The mem-
ber for Hannans must understand that sei-
ence s relative and interdependent one
branch vpon the other, and if we fail to en-
courage and assist one partienlar branch, we
shall weaken our education system generally,
As the knowledge of the medical man de-
pends upon what the geologist has discov-
ered, and conveyed to the biologist, so does
the knowledge from the geologist depend
upon the scientific knowledge that the as-
tronomer has discovered further back, Sei-
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ence being interdependent, we cannot afford
to negleet one branch of scientific research
and, to do away with the observatory, would
be to throw us back into the dark ages. I
am not prepared to trust the Commonwealth.
Perhaps next year, when we have a Labour
Government in power in the Commonwealth,
it will be safe to get them to take over the
observatery. It is not safe to vote to hand
over the observatory to such a Government
as the present one.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Public gardens, £1,966—agreed to.

Vote, State children, £73,091:

Mr, MULLANY: I ask the Minister to
postpone the cousideration of this vote for
the samc reason as another division was post-
poned. A select eommittee is inquiring into
the department and disevssion upon the vote
would be hampered. I move—

That the Yote be postoned until after
the cousideration of the remainder of the
Estimates.

Motion put and passed;
the Vote postponed.
Department of Mines, Woods and Forests,
and Police. (Hon. J. Scaddan, Minister.)
© Vote—Mines £59,992:

cousideration of

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [9.35]: Members il
potice that there is but little change in the
expenditure under the various divisions on
this oceasion as compared with last year,
Under mines generally, there is a decrease
of just over £1,000 while, under the other
headings, there is a slight increase whieh In
the aggregate amounts to £2,690 inclusive of
£784 provided under the Council of Indus-
trial Development that was previously under
the Industries Assistance Board. The bulk
of the inerease in these departments is made
ap of grade ingreases to the officers of the
varivus departments and, to some extent, by
the increased cost of material necessary for
the efficient carrying on of the various de-
partments contralled by the Minister for
Mines, It is some time since the Minister
for’ Mines stood in the Happy position of
being able to tell the House, and through
the House the country, that to-day we are
commencing to make such strides in the min-
ing industry as we have not enjoyed for
many years. It would be unfair to claim
that my advent to the Mines Department
was responsible for that, because it would
he tantamount to saying that those who pre-
ceded me were responsible for a revival not
ocenrring sooner,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Seeing that the Min-
ister for Lands has claimed credit for the
good harvest, why do you not claim eredit
for this?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
propose to do that. It is due to many causes.
During the period of the war, the mining in-
dustry particularly suffered tremendously,
duc to some extent to the lack of experienced
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miners, Tt was difficult to obtain men of
experience because many of the young, able-
bodied men enlisted and went to the Front.
Then there was a tremendous drawback
owing to the incrensed cost of commodities
required in the industry. In some cases there
was a dearth amounting almost to o famine
of supplies so essential to the industry. Then
again we suffered so far as base metals were
concerned owing to the restrictions imposed
by the Federal Government, both in regard to
the investment of capital in new ventures
and the restrictions in conneetion with the
treatiment of base metals. At the time, these
restrictions were considered to be cssential in
the interests of the nation, but now we have
in a large measure returned to normal condi-
tions. True, we are still suffering to some
extent owing to the high cost of essential
commodities, which means an increase in
mining costs and makes it impossible to work
low-grade propositions, What we are liable
to suffer from mostly is a continuance of
the restriction on the employment of eapital
in new ventures. We are doing our utmost
to eneourage, by prospecting, the finding of
new fields, but it is not of much value to dis-
cover new ficlds if we cannot obtain the es-
sential eapital for their deveiopment.

Hon. . Collier: Have not the Federal
authorities removed that restrietion yet?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; they
will ingist on us getting the permission of
the Federal Treasurer to use capital in the
development of mining, and have imposed
quite a number of restrictions at different
times which were not altogether desirable
We have to bear in mind the faet that min-
ing is very different from other propositions,
It is to some extent a gamble. If we could
tell by the divining rod where gold existed
and in what quantity and at what cost it
could be taken out of the ground, and thus
remove the gambling element; mining would
no doubt lose a good deal of ita faacination,
While gold-bearing propositions might be
discovered, we have to employ capital and
frequently lose a good deal of it in getting
propogitions which will return interest on
the eapital invested, . The Federal authori-
ties require us to set out the possibilities of
the return of the .capital. . A proposition
may be sound from a mining point of view,
but the Federal Treasurer might not be sat-
isfied that it is a good investment and, there--
fore, he might prevent the cssentizl ecapital
being provided for the purpose of develop-

ing our mineral resources,

Mr. Munsie: Have they objected to capi-
tal being employed for the development of
Hampton Plains? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, al-
though they have imposed ecertain vestric-
tions -on the amount of money raised. I do
not say that this applies in Australia onmly. '
I believe it applies in the Old Country also.
During the last day or two, we have been
communicated with by the Agent (eneral as
to whether we would back an application for
additional money required by the Hampton
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. Plains Co. to enable them to carry on opera-
tions in connection with the new find. There
is pvidence of the faet that restrictions exist

which, from a mining point of view, are un-~

. desirable and are certainly retarding the de-
velopment of the industry. Although we are
returning to normal conditions, there are still
many things that hinder the progress we de-
" gire. Notwithstanding. all this, we are deing
gur utmest in the way of encouraging those
who desire to prospect our mineral areas by
giving them information and rendering them
asgistance. We have provided parties with
essential equipment and, in some cases, have
even supplied sustenance to enable prospec-
tors to go out in search of new fields. Con-
aidering this to be the essential matter re-
quiring attentien, I asked the prinecipal offi-
cer of the Mines Department to act, with
representatives of the Mining Assomatlon
and later the Returned Soldiers Association,
as a board to consider a scheme for putting
prospecting on a basis which would give us
some hope of a return for the expenditure.
I had made certain proposals——

Mr. Troy: Who are the Mining Associa-
tion, bona fide prospectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are
not quite that, but they are certainly men
interested in miring and, after all, I do
not know they are there for its detriment.
They are only giving us advice, They have
power only to advise, and, up to date,
I am mnot quite certain that they have not
helped us materially to deal with this
question. On ome oceasion when I visited
Kalgoorlie, I took up quite a number of
files built up in the Mines Department
containing the ideas of all and sundry on
the subject of conductingl prospecting in
& way which would be beneficial and would
give good results, These suggestions came
from men who have been definitely inter-
ested from the peint of view of having put
extengive capital into mining and also those
who themselves hhve done prospeeting., I
spent about twa days in going through the
files in order to find something which would

be of serviee to introduce a definite
scheme. Finally I put on paper to the
Under Secretary my own ideas, failing

anything c¢oming from the sonrece whence
I thought it shonld have come. After all,
our responsible officers should realise it is
their duty to keep in touch with mining
operations, and render advice to enable us
to carry on this industry more successfully
than in the past. The board have been
sitting and have been giving consideration
to this matter. The board have a basis
for discussion, and I am hopeful that seme
good will result from it later. Already
good results have been achieved by portion
of the scheme having been put into opera-
tion.
Mr, Lambert: Who compose the board?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The prin-
cipal officers of the Mines Department, to-
gether with two representatives of the

- from other prospecting parties.

""1933

Mining Association and two representatives
of the Returned Soldiers’ Association.

Myr. Troy: Where "does the bona fide
prospector come in¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He comes
in in Kalgoorlie, We have asked him to
git on the board at Ealgoorlie. Arising
out of that, we have at present a great
numher of men out in our mineral belt
prospecting for gold and other minerals,
I have called upon the Geological Depart-
ment to give some practical evidence of
ita value to the State. I have asked the
Government Geologist not only to sit on the
board but to render practical assistance to
prospectors, After all, we must not lose
sight of the faet that it is.in no small mea-
sure due to the Geological Depariment, to
the report of Mr. Hooman when field geo-
logist, that the Celebration line of lode
was diseovered. The Geological Depart-
ment can render assistance and has done it,
and I think will render it to a still greater
extent in future. At present we have 67
parties in the figld, comprising 85 men, of
whom 43 are returned soldiers, Most of
them are being helped by the provision of
cquipment, while others are pravided with
both equipment and sugtenance. Still, as
far as possible, we ask them to produca
their bona fides by providing their susten-
ance which, as hon. members know, is very
often furnished by their backers.

Mr, Lutey:  Will the Repatriation De-
partment help them on those termsf

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 8o far
the Repatriation Department has had no
thing to do with it.

Hon, P. Collier:
at the beginning.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
amount provided by the Repatriation De-
partment has been expended. The Repat-
rintion Department insists that the whole
of the expenditure shall be entirely in the
interests of returned soldiers. We are ap-
proaching the Repatriation Department to
see whether we cannot arrive at an agree-
ment in ¢ases where both the Mines De-
partment and the Repatriation Department
consider it desirable that a practical man
should be attached to parties of returned
soldiers. The Mines Department will ren-
der its portion of assistance by providing
equipment or sustenance and maintaining
a practical man, not a returned soldier, at-
tached to the party., I am willing that
we ghall do our part in this respect if* the
Repatriation Department will permit parties
of that nature to be formed. Of the as-
gisted prospectors, Megsrs. TLeiteh and
Brown have obtained 334 ounces from 18
tons of stone, and Messrs. Pattendon and
Woolf recently ecrushed 48 tons for 81
ounces, We have also favourable reports
That deals
with the question of prospecting new fields;
but outside of Kalgoorlie, Day Dawn, and
a few parts of the Coolgardie field, we have
done little else than merely scraieh about.

They set aside £5,000
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Pioneer prospectors have had to rush after
rich chutes and then abandon the district.
Therefore, while it is desirable that we
should disecover new fields, it is equally de-
sirable that we should endeavour to fur-
ther prespect partly abandoned fields where
we might again disecover, if not rich chutes,
at least payable lodes. Over and above
that, it is the duty of the department to do
its utmost to prevent the fields from peter-
ing out, te continue their life by, if neces-
sary, boring in an endeavour to discover
the continuance of lode formations or
reefs, I have submitted to the board for
consideration the question whether it would
not be desirable to establish a number of
boring plants operated by the Mines De-
partment under the.control of a board com-
prising the principal officers of the Mines
Department and others, the board to decide
where that boring should take place, keep-
ing in mind the desirability of boring in
those districts where mining is petering out.
Then, again, I have suggested the possi-
bility of the Mines Department, with the
approval of Parliament, equipping definite
prespecting parfies and plaging them under
control to the extent of sending them ount
intc gzreas selected by the department
to be prospected, and giving them
sufficient interest in any find they might
make to encourage them te show the best
possible results, T think we could do mugh
in that direction, although I pin my faith
rather to the man who goes out himself, al-
ways havirg in mind that it is a gamble
and therefore deing his best. The member
for Mt. Magnet (Mr, Troy) will be inter-
ested in this: Realising that there iz some-
thing almost in the nature of a boem in
prospecting, and knowing that there are
men out in the field other than those assisted
by the department, I have instrueted the un-
der sceretary to get into rouweh with the
Lands Department and arrange for the ean-
celling of all leases of commonages in min-
eral areas. Beeause of the falling off in
prospecting during recent years we have al-
lowed the commonages to be leased for graz.
ing purposes, and we now find the prospee-
tors very much inconvenienced through the
commonages not being available  to
them, and so we have asked the
Lands Department to cancel the leases
in order that the prospectors may
have the wuse of them, Of course
we have to render assistance in many other
directions, TUnder the Mines Develonment
Act we render assistance to progpectors who
have discovered chntes which give promise.
In- many casea where, after working their
propertics, the prospectors have lost rich
chutes or bodies of payalle ore, in order {o
enable them to further prospect the show

we have  rendered  them  assistance.
We do npot usually look for a return
of this money, but we impose the
condition that in the event of a dis-

covery of payable gold the advance made
shall be refunded to the department, In
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many cages mines have been abamdoncd
after the expenditure of moneys advanced
by the department, the mortgage stiil hang-
ing over the lease, and the depariment hav-
ing to carry the burden of the expenditure.
Of course a new party taking wp that lease
would not be called upon to repay the money
advanced by the department unless they too
subsequently found payable gold, and then
only to the extent that they had made use
of the expenditure. For instance, if a shaft
were sunk an additional 100 feet by the
agsistance of the department and the show
was then abandoned; and if other men
came along and used tbe shaft and found
payable gold, the new party would be ex-
pected to refund the advance made by the
department. The diffievlty is to get the
prospecting parties to undersand that.

Hon, P, Collier: They are growling about
a difficulty which does not exist.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is.
86.  When payable gold is discovered
the payments are not dJdifficult to meet.
I think it is 10 per e¢ent. on the
profits derived from the payable gold..
I merely mention the point in an en-
deavour to get members to appreciate the
faet that we do not impose the repayment
unless we are satisfied that the prospecting
party have made uze of that developmental
worlk on which the money advanced by the
department was spent, and then only after
they have discovered payable gold. Not--
withstanding all that, there still exists a
feeling in the minds of prospectors that it
is not worth while touching abandoned
shows upon which advances have been made,
and the result is that many of those shows
are not prospected as they should be. T
doubt whether the time has not arrived wheu
we should ¢lean the alate in order to anconr-
age further prospecting of abandoned shows.

Mr, Mungie: They will soon he prospected
if yon do clean the slate,

The MINISTER TOR MINES: I think
it would pay us to do so and have a fresh
start made in many of these properties.
Speaking of recent discoveries, I suppose
most of nus are enamoured of the possibilities.
of the new find at Hampton Plaing. OEF
course we should have been very muech bet-
ter satisfied had it been on Crowan laud.
Hon, members should understand that when
their frechold was first granted to the Hamp-
ton Plaing Company, the minerals within the
area still remained in the posseasion of the
Crown, But for some reason a subsequent
Government—TI think to encourage prospeet-
ing in the distriet and, from what T have
gathered outside the department, also be-
cavse it was felt that the Hampton Plaina
company had been unlucky in missing the
Golden Mile—agreed that the company
should have the right to the gold in their
frechold land. We are up against the
position that the gold contained in the
Hampton Plaing  freechold  belongs to
the company under certain regulations.
which are almost in conformity with
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the regulations in the Mining Act.
But they still have the right to impose
further conditions aud, generally, it is not
quite o8 satisfactory as if the discovery
were on Crown land.

Mr, Munsie: The mere fact -that they
have the right to take every alternate blouk
is bad enough.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, that
in itself wili serve to retard full development.
I only mention the matter by way of in-
dicating that we have not the same control
in the case of Hampton Plains as we have
on Crown lands, The definition of the
leases on the Hampton Plains is not a mat-
ter concerning the Mines Department, Let
me mention another discovery which strikes
me at the moment as being of equal im-
portance, though little has been heard of
it yet, It iz the discovery made midway
between the Golden Mile and the Celebra-
tion Lease, by what is known as the Hit

or Miss Syndicate. It is situated
about 10 -miles south of the Golden
Mile, and consists of a payable ore
channel, A shaft senk on the lode

formation to a depth of 20 feet exposes
lode material over a width of 5 feet. The
bottom of the shaft averages 25 dwt. The
indications and character of the lode show
promise of its proving another payable ore
channel of considerable importunce, The
Overgight mine in the Broad Arrow gold-
field has given some excellent proapects
rocently, and some rich ore, going as high
as 100 oz. per ton, has been obtained; 1,100
ozs, have been picked, and 200 tons at grass
may reasonably be expected to produce 3
to 5 ozs. per ton. An important discovery
is & lode of a permanent character entirely
differing from the formations and valuea
in the upper levels, from whick good returns
are being obfained. The Tara mine is also
a proposition in this field, on the northern
Dboundary of the Oversight, which has given
evidence of equally promising results. The
finders of these mines have already divided
£40,000 as a result of their labours. There
is a note of optimism throughout the gold-
mining centres generally.  This revival
should lead to the opening up not ounly of
new couniry but of mines that have been
turned down in the past owing to want of
sufficient capital for their development.
But let mo say here that I have heard
lately criticism of the attitude of the Mines
Department in these times of 3o much satis-
faction in the direction of the discovery of
new mines. People want to know what the
Mines Department are doing. T have been
in the publie life of this State a few years,
and I have seen other discoveries, and have
noted the attitude adopted sometimes by
Ministers and sometimes by others in re-
gard to new discoveries. I think the last
thing the Mines Department, as represent-
ing the general community and the best
interests of the mining industry, should do
is to intervene at such a time as this in
order to promote a boom, which may not be
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Jjustified, by overstating the position, or, on
the other hand, make statements which
would have a depressing effect on the in-
vestment of capital in the development of
the new digeoveries. Speaking on behalf
of the Mines Department, I say that we
will do our best to place the facts before
the public if the facts are given to ws. I
have only recently been furnished with
copics of a number of London cablegrams
and articles hearing on these new disecov-
cries, and in them I observe refercnces to
the Bullfineh, and warnings to intending
investors to remember that episode before
proceeding too far. The Mines Department
are not goimg to be foreed into making
statements which may result in the invest-
ment of money in the wrong direction. The
discoveries I have mentioned are of ex-
ceeding value and importance, but the
nature of gold mining is sueh that no one
can foretell their eventual result; and the
Mines Department should render whatever
agsistance they can, but should not in any
instance take action or make pronounce-
ments which might tend to the over-
boeming of any propesition. Quite natur-
ally, we pride ourselves on the fact that
our gold mining industry is of magrificent
value. Most of us realise that during the
war period gold was a very much desired
and sought after article, but I think even
the pecple of Western Aunstralia do not
realise what an assistance in the prosecu-
tion of the war this State’s production of
300,000 sovereigna per month muost have
been to the Empire. Altogether Western
Anstralia has produced, to the end of Sept-
ember last, 32,970,816 ounces of fine gold,
representing a value of £140,051,123—not a
bad record for onr small population, During
the nine months of the current year ended
on the 30th September, our gold output has
been 574,332 fine ounces, of a value of
£2,419,609. The dividends paid by Western
Australian gold mining companies for tho
same nine months total £218,244 whilst for
last year the total dividends were £368,295.
The aggregate dividends paid by Western
Australiun gold mines sinee the discovery
of gold here to the end of September, 1919,
amount to no lesa a sum than £37,304,664.
We have other minerals than gold, and dur-
ing the first eight months of 1919 our coal
production was valued at £172,565. How-
ever, I attach no great weight to the ex-
pressed value of coal in these times, seeing
that the value has been going up to such
an extent and that it represents greater
cost to the community, the Railway Depart-
ment being one of the largest consumers of
Collie coal. Of minerals other than coal
our production for the first -seven months
of this year is valued at £99,496, and for
the 12 months of 1918 at £338,075. I regret
that the outleok for our base mineral in-
dustries is not quite so good as in the case
of gold miming, but hon. members will
realise that the position in regard to base
metals is due to causes over which the Gov-
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ernment have. no control. There are, for
instance, the restrictions imposed by the
Federal authorities, for the removal of
which we are pressing so far as we can
legitimately do so, having regard to the
interests of Anstralia, I am hopeful that
most of them will be entirely removed.
However, if our protests eveatually have
the cflect of bringing about the one final
solution of the problem—namely, the
establishment of up to date smelting and
refining works in Western Australia—our
base metal producers will not have
suffered in vain. The time is opportune
to press for the Federal Government’s {inan-
cial assistance in the establishment of such
works, T believe that Commonwealth Min-
istors are serious in the matter, and, at all
events, I propose to put them to the test.
Most of us realise that Western Australia’s
principal metals are gold, copper, coal, and
to a lesser extent, silver. But we have other
metals as well. In faet, there is hardly a
single mineral of commercial value of which
Western Australia does not possess large
guantitics or at all events traces.

Mr. Maley: We produce quite as much
lead as copper.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
when lead is being produced. There again
we are up againgt the difficulty of mining
on private property which does not come
under the corresponding Act. That brings
me to on¢ of the difficulties we shall have to
face in the establishment of smelters at Ger-
aldton. We have no guarantee that the own-
ers of mines will be willing to send their
orcs to the State smelters if established. I
suggest that the members for Greenough and
Geraldton might devote the recess to obtain-
ing guarantees from mine owners in this
cannection. The Geological Branch, I wish
to point out, have been busy during the last
12 monthg in assisting the Department of
Industries, which was for some time con-
trolled by the member for Canning, with re-
speet to valuable minerals that were not be-
ing utilised. Indeed, we have been importing
some of them in large quantities. Practical
uses have been found for a fair number of
these minerals. For example, we have one
glass bottle works already established in
Western Australiz, and another in courze of
erection, There follows the necessity of
finding suitable sands for the manufacture
of bottles, Tn the course of the investiga-
tion we have found not only sands suitable
for that particular purpose, but also sands
suitable for the manufacture of high class
glags. We are hopeful that when the latter
fact is appreciated, the manuiacture of glass
for other than bottle making purposes will
be taken in hand in Western Australia, At
the present time there i3 a great deal of
activity in the direction of prospecting for
oil. Most members will realise that if we
can make a discovery of oil here it will be
more valuable than the recent disecovery of
gold at Hampton Plains, But I find, on
looking through the departmental files, that
practically the whole of the South-West of
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our State is being held up by a few indi-
viduals,” who have the right to prospect for
oil to the exclusion of everyone else. It may
be that they are entitled te some considera-
tion, beeause they started these prospecting
operations, but at the same time I do not
feel disposed te agree to a continuance of
the policy of allowing a few individuals to
hold up that big area which it is impossible
for them to properly prospect.

Mr. Troy: Have they done much work?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In fair-
ness to the department I would prefer not
to express an opinion at the moment. I pro-
pose to retain the opinion I hold to myself,
and to show later on the view that T take of
the matter by the conditions I intend to im-
pose. I am not going to permit a person to
take up a huge area of country to the ex-
clusion of everyone else merely on the pay-
ment of £12 per annum, that person having
the right to do nothing except perhaps to
drive a horse and sulky over the area of
country. There must be evidence of a gen-
vine desire to progpect the South-West,
otherwise we will eompel the forfeiture of de-
posits which have been lodged and the
areas taken up. I |believe therec is 2
sum of £10,000 waiting in the Federal
Treasury for the first person who can dis-
eover oil of commercial value. That, of
course, offers some encouragement, but
in the meantime a feeling exists, though it
i3 against the advice of most of our geolo-
gists, that there is a possibility of discover-
ing 0il here. There ate many indications,
and naturally there is a great desire,on the
part of individuals to endeavour to disecover
it. There has not, however, been a' great
expenditure of money in prospeeting. We
have no Act of Parliament that enables us
to define a lease in the event of oil being
discovered, and nothing to permit us to pro-
perly control this product or to say whether
it should be retained as a national asset or
whether a royalty should be paid on it. A
draft Bill is in existence in the department,
but it has not gone beyond that stage. I
have perused the draft, and T am asking
that the Bill be framed for prescntation {n
Parliament at a later date, and that what-
ever leages or reserves are made availahle
for prospecting, these will be the subject of
any Aect that ean be passed or regulations
that may be framed.

- Mr. Pickering: Will the Bill be introduced
this session?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, 1If
we take action now on the basis of an actual
dizcovery of oil before the discovery haa
taken place, we may prejudice prospecting.
I want it to be gemerally understood that
oil is a national asset of tremendous value,
and Parliament will have to be careful how
it handles the question, Most of us have
heard o good dezl about baunxite having
been discovered in our midst. Bauxits, as
hon, members are aware, is largely used in
the preparation of aluminium. Generally
apeaking, we have easily accessible as wall
as splendid deposits of bauxite in the
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Darling Ranges adjacent to the railway sys-
tem. We are in ecommunication with the
Federal Government in regard to the possi-
bility of working these deposits. At the
present time the best deposits are obtained
in Western Australia. :

Mr. Lambert: Is it aluminie clay?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is in
the rocks in the hills and it is well distri-
buted and in payable guantities, There is
no serious difficulty in connection with the
trangport of thia mineral and we can under-
take its exportation without any troubla.
I may mention that a good deal of informn-
tion with regard to these bauxite deposits
is contained in Bulletin No. 67 of the Geo-
logical Department. Bauxite requires to
bo treated by electrical process and an im-
portant faetor is that we have in Perth a
power station which is capable of generating
current cheaper than any other power station
at present operating in Australia, and this
power station is quite adjacent to the de-
pusits. . :

Mr. Pickering: Yon ¢an take some credit
for that power station.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
so. The site of the power station is merely
a step from the locality of the discovery
of aluminium deposits in the ranges, amd
with the establishment of the necessary fur-
naces for the purpose of treating the alumin-
inm, I am hopeful that with assistance from
the Federal Government, who are directly
interested in the matter, we shall set the
industry in motion in this State. There is
another matter I desire to mention which
may be of interest to members. It is the
question of the discovery of ochre deposits,
which are of considerable value. We were
previously importing large quantities, but
now we supply all our own requirements.
The discovery of glumnite deposits is also a
matter of considerable importance, - The
other day I was informed by a gentleman
who has a thorough lmowledge of the value
of alunite that he had seen our deposits in
the south-west and expressed the opinion
that they were amongst the richest he knew
of in the world, I hope this is correct and
that he is not overstating the position. Tf
what he says is correct these deposits will
be of iremendous value to the agrienltural
industry of our State.

Mr. Pickering: And the deposits are just
where they should be,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt will
not be necessary for me to deal with-the
various departments to any coxtent, because
we ean digenss the different subjects when
we come to each division. But I want io
make mention of one, namely, the Explosives
Department. Hon. members will know that
for some time there has been a good deal of
controversy with regard to the explosives
imported into Western Australia, and some
discussion took place between the late Min-
ijster (Mv. Robinson), the Chamber of Mines
and others, and certain regulations were
framed in order to permit of what were
termed cheaper explosives to be brought inte
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Western Australia. The Government Ana-
lyst considered that it would be inadvisable
to allow sodium nitrate and potassium nit-
rate compounds to c¢ome in under the
name of gelignite, and he considered
that the makers should be compelled
to specify the name. Finally the Min-
ister decided that both should come in
as gelignite. Then we were up against the
difficulty that it was not possible fo state
definitely which explosive was in use, and
when one was found to be injurious, to be
able to say which gelignite it was, 80 that
that partieular brand should not be per-
mitted to come into the State to injure the
men who were employed in the mines. The
matter was held up by me, but eventually
we arrived at a satisfactory solution. I got
into touch with the agents and the Chamber
of Mines, and discussed the matter with
others on the goldfields who use these ex-
plosives, and finally it was decided that we
would wuot object to the explosive coming
in as gelignite, but that each packet would
have to be branded potassium nitrate and
sodimn nitrate, so that those packets would
be recognisable at once, With these few
remarks I submit the Estimates, which are
very much on all fours with the previous
Estimates submitied to the House. Hon.
members can accept the assurance that so
far as the Mines Department is concerned,
with the money availalble, wo are trying to
make ourselves active in the direction of de-
veloping the industry whiech bLas done so
much for wus.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.28):
We are all very pleased with the optimistie
note sounded by the Minister for Mines as
to the future of the mining industry, and
it is also satisfactory to know that at last
a serious attempt is being made to encour-
age mining on something like a practical
basis in this State. Recently the Mines
Department have displayed a greater aec-
tivity than they aid previously, and in
this direction they can certzinly go on in-
crcaging that activity until such time as we
have many of the negleeted fields in West-
ern Australia thoroughly prospected. T do
not intend to say very much under the
general heading of the Estimates, but I
would like to say that it is pleasing to
know that the Minister is seriously con-
sidering the question of utilising the dia-
mond drilling plant to exploit the more in.
accessible ore deposits of the State. Where
the geological features are favourable, such
as in the localities where low-grade ore de-
posits exist, and are not accessible or work-
able by the ordinary prospector, the State
should certainly step in and by means of
diamond drilling, as they do in South
Afriea, try to locate payable ore deposits.
We certainly have in mnearly all the known
goldfields of 'Western Australia large lines
of lode that have been practically neglected
znd will be neplected so long as ecapital is
not dirécted to this State, or at least until

‘such time as the Government tale some
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practical menns to open up those deposits.
I hope the Minister will not lose sight of
the possibility of the area north of Kal-
goorlic. I think money should, have been
spent there by some of the big lLinglish
companies who have taken gold out of that
ficld, but put none of it back, While the
big mining companies have for many years
past been prepared to spend money in Niear-
agua, in South America, and other coun-
tries, they have shown a disinclination to
spend moncy where their wealth came from,
and the time has arrived when some restrie-
tion should be placed on dividends so that
some continuity might be assured in the
mines those companies own.,  Instead of
that, the big mines in Kalgoorlie to-day,
with the exception of half a dozen, are Te-
lying on tributors to work the properties.
I hope the Minister will see if he cannot de-
vise gome better system on which mines
ean he let on tribute. This has been a big
question for the past quarter of a century
in the Eastern States, particularly at Ben-
digo. Many tributing parties arc working
under very unfair conditions, The amount
of royalty thesc big companics are agking
before a prospector is allowed to go on the
lsase is altogether preposterous, and I hope
the Minister will see whether we camnot
have seme rensonable safeguarding provi-
sions so that prospeetors who desite to se-
cure tributes on those leases shall not be
exploited by the representatives of the
English eompanies., Many other features
of prospecting could be touched upen. For
ingtance, there is the favouritism shown in
the letting of tributes. Some brake should
be put upon the loeal representatives and
the manner in which they let the ground
to the men applying for it. I hopo the
Minister will sec whether it is not possible
to put the whole basis of tributing on a
more aceeptable footing than it is at pre-
sent.  The Minister apoke of the nccessity
for opening up low grade deposits in this
Btate. In my own district of Coolgardie
we have many big low grade depesits which
deserve attention. Tn the past men looked
for ounces to the tonm, but those days are
past, and if the existing erushing facilities
were made more favourable possibly some
big low grade deposits adjacent to Cool-
gardic would be immediately worked, It
is essential that those mining eentres should
be suved at any cost. In Coolgardie the
only thing done for prospectors has been to
wfford cheap battery treatment. The Mines
Department has certainly brought down the
to3t of eroshing, but in the case of a big
ore deposit where one might get 2,000 or
3,000 tons in a month’s run, something more
might be done in that direction.

Mr. Angwin called attention to the state
of the House. Bells rung and a guoram
formed.

Mr. LAMBERT: In all the known gold-
ficlds we have big low grade ore deposits
that could be exploited if favourable con-
ditions existed.  Apart from the proposed

[ARSEMBLY.]

seheme of diamond -drilling for big low
grade ore deposits at depth, T hope the Min-
ister will sec that the State batteries bring
down the charges to the lowest possible
basis, We also have attached to the Cool-
gardie State battery a plant, the existence
of which has not been made kmown as it
should have been. That is a scheelite and
general treatment plant. The Government,
at an expenditure of £5,500, put up a
very complete treatment plant. It would be
quite amenable to the treatment of many
ores of like nature, yet they treated only
about 100 tons before the plant was closed

down. I know there are deposits of ore
that could, possibly, be trcated at this
plant, The Minister will realise the

importance of  wutilising this compaet little
plant  to  iuitially  test those de-
posits, The plant wuas opened with a
flonrish of trumpets; it was an expensive
plant, and its installation will not be justi-
fied unless it is to be used for the purpose
it was intended for. There are severnl im-
portant secheelite and molybdenite deposits
on the Murchison and other fields, and somo
system of faveurable railway rates might be
granted so as to permit of testing those de-
posits. I went as far as Comet Vale and had
& look at the deposit where most.of this ore
comes from. Without being able to express
any very definite opinion upon it, T say it is
sufMciently cncouraging for the Minister to
give some attention ,to its’ development, It
appears to me a shame that, having put up
an expensive plant of this deseription, little
or no effort is being made to use if for the
purpose for which it was intended. When
the Minister was speaking to-night upon the
utilisation of different orc deposits in the
State it occurred te me that a great deal of
good would aeerue if, instead of keeping the
whole of his officers in the Geologieal De-
partment and the School of Mines, he were to
send one or two of them abroad, This is
particularly applicablé in the utilisation of
ores known to exist in the Darling Ranges,
and the commereial utilisation of banxite
and many other minerals. Dr. Simpson of the
Geological Department and others of the
School of Mines, Kalgoorlic, instead of being
kept in the laboratory, shouid le sent to
Ameriea and other places in order that
they might become thoroughly acquainted
with the Iatest treatment and the com-
mercial  utilisation of these minerals.
Wo, have in the department some very
valnable officers who have received no
cncouragement, in that they have had no
opportunity to go to other parts of ‘the world
to ascertain on the spot the best means for
utilising these valuable deposits. T have
sugpgested this before, and I hope the Minis-
ter will consider the necessity for it. I am
glad the Minister is getting around him some
advisory board to nssist him in the expend-
ing of the money for prospecting. It was
absolutely asnicidal last year that we had a
vote of £50,000 for developmental work, and
only a paltry few thousands of it were spent.
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The Minister, realising as he does the import-
ance of mining to this State, should see that
whatever money is voted by the House is
expended, and expended wigely, It would
be a good idea to have small advisory boards
in different centres to give the fullest con-
sideration and advice in regard t{o applica-
tions for assistance. I do not say that the
personnel of the advisory board mentioned
by the Minister is all that could be desired.
If bhe looked around, he would find in the
Kalgoorlie distriet men who were thoroughly
capable and willing to assist him in many
directions in which their services would be
valuabie. He should not allow the permanent
officers of the Mines Departent to econtrol
the policy of the department, as has been
the case in the past. I am satisficd that all
the advice that goldfields members can give
the Minister will be given readily and freely.
I trust he will not neglect the industry we
represent, but will see that this year we have
an adequate sum expended for the proper
development and the opening up, not only of
the existing goldfields, but possibly of new
fields. I join with the Minister in expressing
pleasure at the prospect of a mining revival
The Mines Department should be alive and
realise the necessity for aetivity on their
part. If they do their part, the optimism so0
pronounced in our Premier will be reflected
in the gold and other metalliferous mines in
tha State.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [10.43]: I
congratulate the country on the discovery of
new goldficlds in different portions of the
State. I trust these discoveries will turn
out as satisfactory as the Minister and all
of us hope they will. I do not wish to minim-
ise the importance of the gold mining in-
dustry to the State, but there are other phases
of mining to which I should like to refer.
There is a motion before the Houwse in con-
nection with the establishment of a refinery
at Geraldton,

The Premier: I thought yod wanted it at
Fremantle.

Mr., WILLCOCK: Then the Premier is
under a misapprehension.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I want them to find
the mines first,

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Minister said a good
deal of money is to be spent in prospecting.
A little of it might be spent in the district
to which I refer. If £7,000 or £8,000 were
gpent in that distriet, several good payable
lead propositions could bo opened up. The
importance of these mines is-not always fully
realised. Some people think that the dis.
covery of a loz. pold mine is of vast national
importance, A lead mine which goes 30 or
40 per cent, is worth as much as 2oz. or 3oz.
gold, but people do not realisc the relative
importance of the two propositions. In con-
nection with the Geologieal Department, the
Minister has referred to the different metals
to be found in this State. We have in and
around the Northampton distriet many valu-
able pigments which require only exploita-
tion and the expenditure of a little money,
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to justify the establishment of paint worke,
and thus render the State self-supporting in
this respect. There are pigments in large
quantities and of many different colours.
During the last two or three months, I have
taken to the Geological Department samples
of 20 different colours and have recaived &
report stating that they are absolutely satis-
factory and will produce ochre of great com-
niercial value, The Minister made reference to
potash. We have potash in the Northampton
district. I have taken samples of it to the
Geological Department and have received
sutisfactory analyses, The trouble is that
the Geological Department require more an-
alysts. When we take a sample there, three
or four months clapse before we get a satis-
factory analysis. The potash from the North-
ampton district has -been pronounced to bhe
very valuable, We realised the importance of
this commodity Juring the war, when it could
uot be obtained mnywhere exeept in Ger-
many. When we remember that potash is
abselutely necessary for fruit growing and
potato growing, this inQustry should be en-
conraged to the full by the department. I
wish to speak more particularly on the Irwin
River coal depesits. The existence of these
way discovered 30 or 40 years ago by a man
named Johnson, and sufficient coal was
roised to bring a stecamer from Geraldton to
Perth. Owing to different circumstances, no
practical work has been done since thenm.
Johmson, during the 20 or 30 years of his
usefil life in the State, spent £1,000 of his
own money in developing this project. The
impertance of the discovery of amother coal-
field in the State does not require to be
stressed. We have a fair quality of coal at
Collie, but I wunderstand that the latest
samples taken from the Irwin River deposits
give a higher calorific value than Collic coal
at present gives, It is not necessary to cm-
Jhagise the importance of having coal de-
pogits In two or three different parts of the
State. Some months ago we heard of a coal
deposit at Woolgar and it was darkly hinted
that there was another at Tlonnybrook, but
I have wot been able to find out anything
about the latter, As to the Irwin coal de-
posit, the coal is there and only neceds ex-
ploiting, and the Mines Depariment would
be well advised to spend some money in as-
certaining whether the coal is of ecommereial
value. I understand there has been some
little difficuity with the Midland Railway
Company. The lode dips into their property,
and the difficulty was as regards an arrange-
ment between the company and the Mines
Department and the people who want to
prospect the company's lands. However, I
have beer assured just lately by the Midiand
Company’s attorney that the company are
prepared to guarantee that in the event of
any money being realised from the exploita-
tion of coal on their property they will pay
to the department up to £1,500 out of the
first proceeds. Obviously the development of
a northern coal fleld would be of advantage
te the State in many respects. For instanca,
the Midland Company ab present use neo
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native coal! whatever and in this conncction
the development of the Itwin deposit would
uhr‘lou‘btcdly save the importation of large
quantities of Newcastle coal. If coal were
found on the Midland country, the company
would unquestionably. use it in preference
to the Newcastle.” The Government would
benefit directly by the revemue from another
coalfield. They would collect royalty, unless
they pursued the same policy as at Collie,
where the c¢oal mining companies have been
allowed to operate for 20 years without pay-
ing royalty. On the basis of a royalty of
1s, per ton, and of a produetion of 1,000
tons par week for local reguirements, lea,ving
aside altogether the more important aspect
of shipping requirements, there would be a
direct revenne of £50 or £60 per week in the
event of payable coal being found in this
‘aren. It is time the Government made a
definitc pronouncement of their policy in
the matter. The Midland Company are pre-
pared to do their part. They only want an
assurance from the Government that they
will he permitted to build a line to the coal
deposits, if these prove payable.- They ex-
pect the Government to deal with them
fairly and justly. I believe every obstacle
has been removed from the way of the Mines
Department as regards assistance to some
prospector.

The Minister for Mines: I have not yet

heard that all the dificulties have been re-
‘moved.
" Mr. WILLCOCK: I understand that the
Midland Company arc prepared to afford
every facility to the Mines Department or to
any private person who desires to go on with
the matter. The man Johnson, to whom I
referred previously, is now in Boulder; and
he has been promised the use of a bore. The
man has spent about £800 of his own hard
earned money, and in view of that fact, and
of the importance of the matter, every as-
gistance should be given him for the thor-
ough exploitation of the field and the de-
finite ascertaining of the valve of the coal
there.

The Minister for Mines: Subject to con-
gserving the best interests of the State.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Conditions to that end
enild easily be imposed. I do not think any-
one wants to get 2 strangle hold on the State
in connection with thia matter, or to dis-
cover coal and then let it lie dormant. It is
a standing disgrace to this country that a
deposit of coal should have been known for
30 years to exist without any adequate mea-
sures having been taken to exploit it or as-
certain its valne. But for the existence of
the Collic coalfieid, this deposit would have
been tested long ago. I do not definitely
suggest that the vcsted interests in Collie
have been successful in preventing develop-
ments in the northern portion of the State,
but I do smggest that in the public interest
this northern deposit should now be pro-
perly tested. The importance of the matter
from a State point of view is such as quite
to justify the making of a little. money by
somehbody.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, W. C. Aungwin: The discovery of a
field there should greatly benefit the Mld'
land Ratlway Co.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Yes; and from the cou-
versation I had_with the company’s attorney
I gather that they are prepared to do the
fair thing, They should be given the right
to run a line of railway in, so that they can
get the coal for their own use. The prox-
imity of the deposit to the port of Geraldton-
would enable the coal to be shipped, and thus
a new avenue of industry would be opened
up, Moreover, the deveiopment of a coal-
field there would give a great impetus to the
industries we hope to establish at Geraldton.

Hon, P, Collier: When the Minister looka
up the file on this subject, he will sce that
I have made a good many representations.

Mr, WILLCOCK: It is just about time
those representations were finalised in some
way satisfactory to the country generally.
Tf the Midland Railway Co. are blocking the
exploitation of the field, I shall be glad to
know how they are doing it, and I shalil be
prepared to support any action for the pur-
pose of eliminating their opposition. During
a visit T recently paid to New South Wales
I was struck by the fact that by reason of
coal mines being in close proximity to Syd-
ney that city was absolutely a hive of in-
dustry. In spite of the seamen’s strike and
the influenza everything was going on aatis-
factorily, There were no men out of work,
cxeept those on the wharves. In every other
respect the whole eity was completely pros-
perous. Four or five hundred miles away,
Melbourne, without coal in close proximity,
was 1n a state of industrial chaos, with
50,000 or 60,000 men out of employment, and
families starving. All this was duee to the
lack of coal in elose proximity to the capital.
[t was necessary to bring the coal by sea
beeause land transport was too costly. The
same thing would apply here. I do not ex-
pect to see indunstrial chaos in Western Aus-
tralia as the result of troubles at Collie, but
if we had another coal-field to depend on we
would not be at the merey of one particular
section of the State for our coal supplies.
I should like the Minister to go into the
matter. If there are any obstaecles T shall be
glad to give every assistance in the direction
of having them removed.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [11.10]: If the
Minister will look at the report of the State
Mining Engineer in 1908, in regard to the
old mineral freeholds, he will see some re-
commendations that were made by him under
the direetion of Mr. Gregory when Minister
for Mines, which will go a long way towards
solving the position of the old mineral free-
holda in the Northampton distriet and the
erection of smelters at Geraldton, The lead
position is distinetly improving, and the quo-
tations during the last month in the metal
reports show a continual advance. Lead to-
day is within almost £1 or so of the highest
price that obtained during the war period.
The market collapsed three or four months
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age’ almost to £20 a ton,’but has gradually
crept up until now, according to the ¢¢West
Australian,’’ it is quoted at £32 a tou and
forward at £32 7s. 6d. Some optimists have
told me that lead is going up to £40 within
the next three months, It is encouraging to
know that operations have recommenced in
the Geraldine area. I understand that the
Fremuntle Trading Co. are also contemplat-
ing the resumption of operations in the nea
future. If lead is going up like this the
mines will recommence work. With the re
sumption of operations st Geraldine, I want
the Minister to realiss certain representations
1 have made in regard to the extension of the
railway to Geraldine. A permit at all events
will have to be granted by Parliament before
the session i over, so that tramway facilities
may be provided. The proprietors of the
Surprise Mine, Green Bros,, will require some
concession to enable them to work their pro-
position in a satisfactory manner. These
prople have undertaken a contraet to export
to British smelters no less than 30,000 tons
of concentrates, If fhat amount of concen-
trates is to be carted nine or ten miles to a
railway siding it will handicap those who are
endeavouring to promote the industry, and
will cause enorinous expense to the Govern-
ment in maintaining the roads. This pro-
duction is from onc mine alone. T am given
to understand that the Three Sisters leases,
in addition to the Surprise mine, will also be
working soon. Althoogh the export of con-
centrates has been suspended during the last
six months, the Three Sisters mine has in
sight about 10,000 tons of ore, There is
going to be a tremendous volume of produc-
tion in one particular area in the next 12
months. The first shipment of ore from Ger-
aldine on contract ia to leave in Janoary,
The extension of a railway connected with
the base metal fields is altogether a different
proposition from railways to the goldfields,
On the one hand the production is brought
to the metropolis in ounces of gold, and on
the other it is brought in tons of ore. If
any Act is required to extend this railway
or tramway I hope its introduction will be
expedited, and that the Bill will be consid-
ered before the Houwse adjourns for Christ-
mas,

’ [The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—SUPPLY, £975,000,

Returned from the Council without amend-

nient.
-

RESOLUTION—TRADE WITH STRAITS
SETTLEMENTS AND JAVA,

Message received from the Legislative
Council asking concurrence in the following
resolution: ‘‘That in the opinion of this
House, in view of the necessity for the en-
couragement of production by the provision
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of adequate markets for the results of such
production, it is advisable: that the Govern- -
ment of this- State should take steps to de- .
velop trade and commerce between this State
and the Straits Settlements and Java.'’

House adjournsd at 11.12 pom.

Tegislative Council,

Thursday, 6ith November, 1919,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30°
p-m., and read prayers, )

BILL—WHEAT MAREKETING.
Third Reading,

The HONCORARY MINISTER (Hon. C.
F. Baxter—East) [4.34]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.-

Hon. J. P. ALLEN (West) [435]: I.
must ask the indulgence of the House in
taking the somewhat uousunl procedure of
delivering & speech on the third reading of
a Bill, but owing te my position as Chair-
man of Committees it was impossible for
me to make several statements during the.
Committee stage which, perhaps, wounld
have been better made there. However, T
will take the epportunity of making them
now. Since the Bill was congidered on the
second reading, there have been certain
events which, to my mind, have created a
new aimosphere about the question of
wheat marketing, The Prime Minister of"
the Commonwealth since then hag made his .
policy specch, and has said that the 1920-21
harvest is to be guaranteed to the farmers
at 5s. per bushel. As in the past the guar-
antec has been carried by both the Federal
and the State Governments, I take it that
this gnarantee also will be shared in by the
Weatern Australian  Government. Hence
the matter concerna us. I take no excep-
tion to the principle of giving the guaran-
tee, which is done quite rightly, The Gov-
ernments give these guarantees to the
farmers o as to indnce them to put in ag
large an area as possible under grain, But
at this stage the question arises, by what



